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Mikhail Prokhorov, the billionaire owner of the Brooklyn Nets, toured 
the $1 -billion Barclays Center on April 10. 


Tsar gazing 


Prokohorov checks 

By Daniel Bush 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The owner of the Brooklyn-bound 
Nets liked what he saw of the under- 
construction Barclays Center when he 
toured the soon-to-be-fmished arena dur- 
ing a rare visit to Brooklyn. 

Russian billionaire Mikhail Prokhorov 
promised thatthe team’s new home — which 
is slated to open with a Jay-Z concert on 
Sept. 28 — would be the world’s greatest 


out big investment 

arena after surveying his hoops kingdom 
on Atlantic Avenue on Tuesday. 

The 6 -foot- 8 basketball aficionado al- 
ready has a huge investment in the bor- 
ough, but he said he won’t buy a house 
in Brooklyn to shorten his commute be- 
tween Moscow and Prospect Heights for 
home games this fall. 

“I’m a rich Russian who would drive 
up the prices,” Prokhorov said. “It’s not 
the best time to buy for me.” 


GRAMMAR COURT 


Driver battles traffic judges over the meaning of f to f 


By Natalie O’Neill 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Justice is blind — and it doesn’t 
understand English very well, ac- 
cording to one angry Park Slope 
motorist. 

Tenacious driver Mark Vincent is 
battling the courts after two judges 
refused to 
overturn a 
parking ticket 
and towing 
fees leveled 
against him 
by the city 
after traffic 
cops penalized his vehicle for parking 
beneath a vague “No standing” sign 
on Prospect Park West last fall. 

Vincent claims he parked his red 
Honda on Prospect Park West near 
Ninth Street on Oct. 3 near a sign 
reading: “No Standing, 8 am-10 pm, 
April to October.” 

Traffic enforcement officers in- 
terpreted the word “to” to imply that 
parking was barred through the end of 
October — not the start of the month 


— then towed his car and several 
other vehicles. 

The Department of Transporta- 
tion has since replaced the signs on 
the roadway — where drivers lost a 
lane of traffic and 22 parking spaces 
to make way for a contested two- 
way bike lane — with ones indi- 
cating that rule 
is only enforced 
through Sept. 
31, evidence 
that Vincent 
claims proves 
he was in the 
right. 

But the motorist says justice 
still hasn’t been served, even after 
two appeal and numerous hours 
spent compiling evidence, writ- 
ing letters, and making phone calls 
to judges. 

“It’s obviously and egregiously 
unjust,” he said. 

Vincent first appealed the $125 
citation — which doesn’t include 
See TICKET on page 12 


j-Jfe MEAN 

Streets 

The battle for Brooklyn's byways 



Mark Vincent says the city wrongfully towed his car — so he's tak- 
ing the battle straight to the top. 



WEIRDED LADIES 


Coney welcomes some freaky women 


By Colin Mixson 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A panel of female profes- 
sionals will convene in Coney 
Island to discuss feminine 
independence and entre- 
preneurship — but don’t 
be surprised if they show 
up wearing nipple tassels 
or bedazzled, lobster claw 
gloves. 

As part of Coney Island 
USA’s annual sideshow con- 
vention, “Congress of Cu- 
rious People,” a coterie of 
New York’s most outra- 
geous, beautiful, and ad- 
mittedly less-than-typical 
ladies will assemble to tell 
the world what it’s like to be 
weird women. 

“It will be very much 
about getting close to these 
women, who are generally 
implied as being unavail- 
able to the public,” said Jo 
Weldon, also known as “Jo 
Boobs” or “Boobzilla,” head- 
mistress and founder of the 
New York School of Bur- 
lesque, who will be mod- 
erating the “Wild Women 
Panel” on April 18. “Where 
else can you get so up close 
and personal to these crazy 
people?” 


The discussion will fea- 
ture women whose acts range 
from the traditional burlesque 
of Bunny Love, to the more 
bizarre half-woman, half- 
crustacean boogie ofBambi 
the Mermaid. 

The sword-swallowing 
male magician, The Great 
Fredini — one of the orig- 
inal curators of “Burlesque 
at the Beach” — will add 
some testosterone to the 
discussion. 

Female performers have 
long dominated the field of 
burlesque, but they’re role 
in Coney Island’s sideshow 
history is perhaps less well 
known. 

Burlesque experienced 
a resurgence in popularity 
in recent years — spark- 
ing greater interest the part 
c women played in carnival- 
32 style attractions, sources 
I said. 

5 Inachangeofpaceforthe 
Sr women on stage, this week’s 
tj panel is less about spectacle 
jj and more about education. 

I Audiences will hear about 
the history, performances, 
Who better to moderate a forum on the world's and styles of America’s least- 
weirdest women than Jo Weldon, seen here as domesticated women — not 
one of her alter-egos, Boobzilla. See CONEY on page 12 



Post office sends 
you to 'Frooklny' 


By Eli Rosenberg 

The Brooklyn Paper 


The United States Postal Ser- 
vice told Donna Chilsonto pick 
up her mail at the Kensington 
post office in "Frooklny" — 
sparking mild confusion. 


Our proud borough has been 
given many nicknames and abbre- 
viations over the years, and now 
the United States Postal Service 

— a stickler for proper addresses 

— has offered up a confusing new 
one straight out of a Dr. Seuss tale: 
“Frooklny, N.Y.” 

The much-maligned Kensington 
Post Office misspelled the borough’s 
name on thousands of package pick- 
up slips, instructing residents in the 


The sugar daddy 

Domino finds 'white knight' 


By Aaron Short 

The Brooklyn Paper 


A part-owner of the former Dom- 
ino Sugar factory claims he recruited 
an unnamed investor to buy up his 
partner’s massive debt and salvage 
an ambitious plan to bring 2,200 
units of housing to the Williams- 
burg waterfront. 

Developer Isaac Katan, who owns 


half of the proposed project, has a 
“white knight” capable of saving 
the financially troubled $1.2 billion 
development from foreclosure after 
Domino partner Community Pres- 
ervation Corporation Resources de- 
faulted on a $120 million loan, Ka- 
tan’s attorney, Y. David Scharf, said 
in court on Thursday. 

See DOMINO on page 9 


11218 zip code to come to the post 
office on McDonald Avenue in this 
still-undiscovered town to get pack- 
ages that couldn’t fit through theii 
mail slots. 

And it doesn’t seem that they’re 
going to correct the error: the post 
office, which many consider one oi 
the worst in the city because of its 
rude workers and long lines, was 
still using the botched pick-up slips 
when this reporter stopped by last 
week. 

“We printed out a whole batch 
of these,” said a station employee, 
nearly cracking a smile as a resident 
handed her one as a souvenir. 

Customers waiting on line 
couldn’t believe the United States 
Postal Service would make such a 
boo-boo. 

“I thought it was a joke, but the 
guy in front of me had the same one!” 
said Robin Wertheimer, a Windsor 
Terrace resident who headed to the 
Kensington Post Office to pick up 
her package after she couldn’t find 
Frooklny on any map. “I always won- 
dered why Chinese restaurant own- 
ers didn’t get their menus proofed 
— but the post office? How did they 
do this?” 

The United States Postal Ser- 
See FROOKLNY on page 9 


G-train 'extension' is actually G-train resurrection 


Old maps prove the Brooklyn Local should head to Church 


By Natalie O’Neill 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Saving an at-risk extension of 
the G train won’t just make strap- 
hangers happy — it will preserve 
the beloved train’s historic role as 
the line for Brooklyn’s working 
populace, historians and trans- 
portation advocates say. 

When the crosstown local 
first rumbled through Brooklyn 
in 1937 as the “GG,” it traversed 
the borough between Greenpoint 
and Kensington, giving factory 
workers a much-needed trans- 
portation link between North and 


Brownstone Brook- 
lyns that ran late into 
the night. 

The crosstown 
line served Fourth 
Avenue-Ninth 
Street, Seventh Av- 
enue-Ninth Street, 

15th Street-Prospect Park 
West, Fort Hamilton Parkway, 
and Church Avenue — it’s cur- 
rent, but temporary, terminus 
— on and off until 1976, when 
officials nixed the train’s five 
southernmost stops as facto- 


ries closed, rider- 
ship dwindled, and 
the city struggled fi- 
nancially, transit his- 
torians said. 

The current re- 
newal of service, 
which brings the so- 
called “Brooklyn Local” back 
to Park Slope, Windsor Terrace, 
and Kensington, has once again 
made it a train for laborers, this 
time in the borough’s burgeon- 
ing creative workforce — and 
severing it again could even stop 


Brooklyn’s boom in its tracks, 
activists claim. 

“Cutting five stops on the 
G train would hurt thousands 
of residents and small busi- 
ness owners,” Dan Cantor of 
the Working Families Party, 
a group circulating a petition 
to save the so-called “Brook- 
lyn Local”. 

The Metropolitan Transporta- 
tion Authority extended G train 
service to Church Avenue when 
it started a $257. 5 -million reno- 
vation of the Culver Viaduct in 
2009. When that rehabilitation 


project wraps up next winter, 
the line is slated to be cut, de- 
spite widespread outcry. 

Many Brooklynites rely on 
the G train for life, work, and 
love — but to save the renewed 
service, they’ll need to prove it 
to the MTA, said transit histo- 
rian Peter Derrick. 

“The service makes sense, 
” said Derrick. “When a ser- 
vice is heavily used, you can 
justify it.” 

Straphangers andpoliticians are 
See G-TRAIN on page 12 




This map shows the Crosstown line connecting Greenpoint with 
Kensington — back in the 1970s. 


Another Slope bar fight 


By Natalie O’Neill 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Park Slope residents say a planned music venue 
just blocks from the soon-to-open Barclays Cen- 
ter gives new meaning to the term “bad chem- 
istry.” 

Neighbors of the proposed Kemistry Lounge 
on Flatbush Avenue say a venue with live perfor- 
mances, DJs, a full bar, dancing, and an exit on 
a residential block of Prospect Place will bring 


noise and ruckus to their quiet community. 

“It’s disruptive; it turns the street into liquor 
lane,” said neighbor Harold Gruber. “It’s going 
to make it impossible to sleep.” 

Gruber and other neighbors are fighting the ven- 
ue’s liquor license bid, saying the “Vegas-style” 
club — which is slated to accommodate 250 rev- 
elers in a grocery store-sized space until 3 am 
on Saturdays, 2 am on Fridays, 1 am on Thurs- 
See KEMISTRY on page 12 
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Harold Gruber is 
no fan of Kemistry 
Lounge. 


W'burg: Club is over the top 


By Aaron Short 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A Manhattan nightclub owner wants 
open a new venue on N. First Street, but 
neighbors of the so-called Williams- 
burg Manor fear the planned discotheque 
won’t mind its manners. 

Alexander Dimitrov hopes to trans- 
form a warehouse near the waterfront 
into a phantasmagoric play-scape com- 
plete with vertical French gardens, an 


enormous rooftop patio, and enough 
room for 300 people to party until 4 
am on weekends. 

But residents of several condo build- 
ings near the proposed venue say the proj - 
ect is ill-planned and worry its noise will 
overwhelm their sleepy street. 

“Why did the city allow this block to 
be rezoned for high-end residential units 
if they’re going to let a party venue open 

See MANOR on page 12 



Jenice Malecki is pe- 
titioning against Wil- 
liamsburg Manor. 




wed, Apr 18, 6:30-9:30pm 


A sumptuous sampling of delectable food from dozens of Fifth Avenue’s 
great restaurants. Enjoy music, dancing, & complimentary wine & beer. 

GRAND PROSPECT HALL 
263 Prospect Ave. (between 5th & 6th Aves) 

$35 per person, $38 at door 

Purchase tickets and view the participating restaurants at: 

ParkSlopeFifthAvenueBID.com/TasteOfFifth 
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Hockey hopes for Barclays 


Long Island's asbestos problem might send Islanders to Brooklyn 



The Nassau Coliseum, home of the Islanders, is filled with a carcinogen that 
might send the team packing if officials find conditions too dangerous for sta- 
dium workers or fans — potentially steering the team toward the $1 -billion, 
asbestos-free Barclays Center. 



By Daniel Bush 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Nassau Coliseum’s as- 
bestos problem could be 
the Barclays Center’s big- 
gest coup. 

A state investigation into 
claims that the Nassau Vet- 
erans Memorial Coliseum 
— where the New York Is- 
landers’ hockey team plays 
its home games — is filled 
with the cancer-causing fiber 
could bring the team to the 
$l-billion, asbestos-free Pros- 
pect Heights arena if the lethal 
substance isn’t removed by 
the start of next season. 

The state Department of 
Labor launched a probe of 
the Long Island sports com- 
plex on March 30, after more 
than 75 workers alleged the 
facility was filled with as- 
bestos in a bombshell lawsuit 
filed against Nassau County, 
which owns the Coliseum. 

“The whole place is cov- 
ered in it,” said Joseph Dell, 
the plaintiffs’ attorney. “The 
county is responsible for 
keeping Nassau Coliseum 
safe but it never renovated 


it or did an asbestos abate- 
ment.” 

The Islanders have been 
in the hunt for a new arena 


on Long Island, but Nassau 
County voters shot down 
plans for a new hockey 
hub. 


If a cleanup of the Nas- 
sau Coliseum stretches be- 
yond the start of the hockey 
season this fall — or if the 
asbestos problem forces 
county officials to close 
the arena — the Islanders 
would be forced to find a 
new home, and the Barclays 
Center is an easy option. 
A deal with the National 
Hockey League requires 
the Islanders play on Long 
Island, which, surprisingly 
to some, includes Brooklyn 
at its western tip. 

An asbestos-abetted move 
to Brooklyn is all but inevita- 
ble according to sports talk- 
ing heads, including Mike 
Francesa. 

State labor officials did 
not return calls seeking 
comment, but county offi- 
cials said they conducted a 
study last month that found 
small amounts of asbestos in 
areas of the Coliseum that are 
off-limits to the public. 

The county investigators 
determined the building was 
safe, but Dell says test re- 
sults he commissioned from 
three separate labs show as- 
bestos — an outdated fire- 
proofing material that can 
cause mesothelioma, lung 
cancer, and other series ill- 
nesses after prolonged ex- 
posure — in several seating 
sections, hallways, cat- 
walks, and other areas of 
the 16,000-seat arena, mak- 
ing a building that has em- 
ployed more than 1,000 peo- 
ple since it opened in 1972 


a danger for workers. 

Hockey was originally 
considered a possible attrac- 
tion at the Brooklyn Nets’ fu- 
ture home on the corner of 
Atlantic and Flatbush ave- 
nues, but the plans were scut- 
tled after Barclays Center’s 
starchitect Frank Gehry was 
fired in 2009 and his pro- 
posed arena was scrapped 
to cut costs. 

The 18,000-seat hoops 
arena could only fit 14,500 
fans during hockey games, 
which would make it the 
smallest arena in the league. 
Last season, the Islanders av- 
eraged just 11,000 spectators 
per game. 

The arena might be small, 
but by coming to Brooklyn, 
the team could move into a 
finished stadium and start 
playing without taking on 
any debt or spending any 
cash to build their ice rink, 
sports writers have sur- 
mised. 

In January, the team 
agreed to play a preseason 
game against the New Jer- 
sey Devils at Barclays, spark- 
ing rumors the club was eye- 
ing a long-term move to the 
borough. 

At the time, Barclays Cen- 
ter officials said they’d wel- 
come the Islanders with open 
arms. 

“Brooklyn is an untapped 
hockey market that offers the 
Islanders with an exciting 
opportunity to grow its fan 
base,” said Barclays Center 
CEO Brett Yormark. 

In a television appearance 
last year, the arena’s devel- 
oper Bruce Ratner said he 
hopes the Islanders make 
the move, and repeated 
his wish to the New York 
Times in an interview just 
last month. 

“We’d love to have the Is- 
landers,” Ratner said. 

The team’s current lease 
at the Nassau Coliseum ex- 
pires in 2015. 

A spokesman for the team 
declined to comment. 

Asbestos experts said even 
if the current mess is cleaned 
up quickly, many fans will be 
scared away from the arena 
for good. 

“When people know 
there’s asbestos involved 
they tend to stay away,” said 
Jordan Fox, an asbestos law 
specialist who’s not involved 
with the case. “Even if the 
government says its okay, 
fans won’t want to come 
back.” 



Changing lanes 


A revolutionary roadway redesign that will give cars, cyclists, and pe- 
destrians roughly the same amount of space is taking shape on Pros- 
pect Park's scenic loop after several serious crashes. 


Saves our ships 

Red Hook's port will no longer sink 



Customs officials will continue to conduct hand 
inspections at the Red Hook Container Terminal, 
a move that watchdogs say will keep shipping in 
Brooklyn alive. 


By Will Bredderman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn’s shipping in- 
dustry will remain afloat, 
for now, thanks to a deal that 
will keep Customs inspec- 
tors working in Red Hook’s 
port until 2017, federal of- 
ficials, waterfront insiders, 
and politicians say. 

Federal overseers sta- 
tioned at the Red Hook 
Container Terminal will 
continue to hand-inspect 
shipments under a new, five- 
year agreement between Cus- 
toms and Border Protection 
and the Port Authority. 

The decision came after 
Customs announced last 
year it would slash costs by 
eliminating manual inspec- 
tions at the port — a move 
longshoremen and politi- 
cians feared would make 
shipping to Brooklyn more 
expensive, sinking an indus- 
try that has dwindled in the 
borough for decades. 

Lou Pernice, president 
of the Brooklyn chapter 
of the International Long- 
shoreman’s Association, re- 
joiced at the news. 

“I’m happy about that sit- 
uation, of course,” said Per- 
nice. “If Customs had done 
what they were planning on 
doing it would have driven 
business out of Brooklyn.” 

Dock workers and poli- 


ticians claimed a removal 
of Customs specialists — 
who hand inspect about 
3,800 containers in Red 
Hook annually — would 
sweep away 700 jobs and 
cause an increase in pollu- 
tion and security risks in the 
borough, as suspicious cargo 
would need to be trucked 
overland for closer exam- 
ination in Staten Island or 
New Jersey. 

Amid outcry from long- 
shoremen and politicians in- 
cluding Reps. Jerry Nadler 
(D-Red Hook), Michael 
Grimm (R-Bay Ridge), 
and Nydia Velazquez (D- 


RedHook), and Sen. Chuck 
Schumer (D-Park Slope), 
the feds issued a 90-day 
extension, set to expire to- 
day, that kept inspectors in 
Red Hook. 

Customs cheered the deal 
in a press release. 

“The agreementtakes into 
account the unique geogra- 
phy and terminal operations 
at Red Hook, the potential 
economic impact if certain 
aspects of Customs’ opera- 
tions were moved off the ter- 
minal, and the overall flow 
of trade through the port and 
the region,” the agency said 
in its statement. 


Introducing 

AT&T 




$99" 


in New York City. 

With speeds 

up to 10x faster 

than 3G. 


New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 
voice and data plans required. 

Nokia Lumia 900 


Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. Deployment ongoing. 4G LTE device and data plan required. Claim compares 4G LTE 
download speeds to industry average 3G download speeds. LTE is a trademark of ETSI. Learn more about 4G LTE at att.com/network. 


Rethink Possible * 



1.866. MOBILITY - ATT.COM/NETWORK - VISIT A STORE 



Get all the coverage you need! 

Replace, support, and locate your device with AT&T Mobile Protection Pack? 


Limited-time offer. Nokia Lumia 900 requires a new 2-yr wireless agreement with voice (min S39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min S20/mo.). Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req'd. Geographic, usage, and other terms, conditions, and restrictions apply and 
may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be charged overage for additional data provided. Early Termination Fee 
(att.com/equipmentETF): After 30 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to $35. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov't 
assessments. These are not taxes or gov't req'd charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. Phone subject to availability. Microsoft Windows® Phone and the Windows logo are trademarks of the Microsoft 
group of companies. *For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales representative, or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Screen images simulated. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property. 


Photo by Stefano Giovannini 









Photo by Steve Solomonson 


April 13-19, 2012 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • ( 718 ) 260-2500 


AWP 3 



BAYRIDGE 


WILLIAMSBURG 



Robert Howe (left) and Glow Thai owner Antho- 
ny Loupos are both pumped to see this parking 
meter become a bike rack. 


Ridge meters 
to serve bikes 


By Will Bredderman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Maybe Bay Ridge is a bike-friendly community af- 
ter all. 

Residents continually pan plans to bring bike lanes into 
Bay Ridge, but now merchants along Third Avenue are 
cheering the Department of Transportation’s proposal to 
repurpose obsolete “lollipop” meters into bicycle racks. 

Robert Howe, president of the Third Avenue Mer- 
chants Association and an avid cyclist, said the racks 
would be a boon for cyclists who can’t find a place to 
hitch their wheels onto in car-heavy Bay Ridge. 

“I know whenever I’m riding my bike, I’m always 
looking for the tallest pole I can put my bike on,” Howe 
said. “You see people chaining their bicycle up to trees 
and alternate side parking signs all the time,” he said. 
“This program would obviate that need.” 

The city gave Third Avenue merchants the option to 
have the meter in front of their store converted into a bicy- 
cle rack once new muni-meters are installed in the fall. 

Several merchants like restaurateur Anthony Loupos, 
who opened Glow Thai between 71st and 72nd streets, 
have already jumped at the chance. 

Loupos said he was very excited about getting more 
two-wheeled business rolling past his eatery. 

“Last fall on a nice day we would see four or five ta- 
bles per day come on bicycle,” he said. 

Loupos also claimed that the racks would help him 
protect his eatery’s delivery bike, which thieves have 
pedaled away with in the past because it wasn’t securely 
fastened to anything. 

Howe hoped the city’s plan would motivate more Ridg- 
ites to leave their motorized wheels at home and bike to 
their favorite stores and restaurants. 

“[Ridgites] are famous for driving two blocks to the 
store,” he said. “Maybe this will cut back on that bad 
habit.” 


Big deal on Bedford Avenue 

Huge real estate turnover paves way for chain retail 



Millennium Health owner Mohammad Aamir and 
his family put their wares on sale on Sunday. 


By Aaron Short 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Bedford Avenue prop- 
erty owner who sold off some 
of his land to make room for 
Whole Foods is parting with 
another major parcel across 
the street, paving the way 
for another big-time tenant 
and ending two small busi- 
ness’s decade-long run in the 
Northside. 

Landlord Yehuda Backer 
sold the majority stake in a 
commercial property housing 
the Bagel Store and Millen- 
nium Health at the corner ofN. 
Third Street to Manhattan real 
estate investor Joel Schreiber 
earlier this month. 

Backer would not disclose 
how much he earned in the 
transaction — a sale final- 
ized a few days after he took 
out a $3.75 million mortgage 
on the site — but he told The 
Brooklyn Paper it was “quite 
a lot.” 

He said Schreiber plans to 
combine the two now-empty 
storefronts and lure a large 
retail entity or a bank to the 
strip. 

“You’re not going to see 
a Starbucks there,” said 


Backer. “It’s too expensive 
for them.” 

The real estate swap is the 
latestchange onablockofBed- 
ford Avenue where indepen- 
dent businesses have given way 
to corporate chains. 

Last month, organic 
grocery behemoth Whole 
Foods announced its plans 
to open a store at the cor- 
ner of N. Fourth Street af- 
ter Backer sold a block-long 
property to developers for 
$23 million. The gym New 


York Sports Club is slated 
to join the new supermarket, 
while the bank HSBC and the 
pharmacy chain Duane Reade 
have already set up shop on 
the block. 

Rising rents on the street 
have made the block inhospita- 
ble to small businesses, accord- 
ing to Millennium Health pro- 
prietor Mohammad Aamir. 

Aamir claims Backer 
wanted to triple his rent to 
about $30,000 a month when 
his lease ended on April 1 


— so he chose to move to 
another storefront on Bed- 
ford Avenue near S. Second 
Street instead. 

“I’d rather move to Man- 
| hattan and pay $25,000 a 
c month, and make double the 
§ money,” said Aamir. “It’s not 
^ possible to pay that kind of 
o rent, and there’s a lot of com- 
% petition out here.” 

| Bagel Store owner Scott 
| Rosillo claims he rejected an 
- offer to stay in the space and 
pay $15,000 per month — 
double his current rent. 

“The premise of Williams- 
burg as an artist community 
with small businesses pro- 
viding for that community 
is going away,” said Rosillo, 
who opted to move his shop 
to a site on Bedford Avenue 
and S. Fourth Street. “Even- 
tually that population is mov- 
ing to the Southside — and 
it’s already begun.” 

Backer said he offered 
Rosillo the opportunity to 
expand into both storefronts, 
but claims the bagel-maker 
rejected the pitch and asked 
for a rent reduction instead. 
Both parties are still hashing 
out a financial dispute over 
the property in court. 


RED HOOK 


Manhattan trans-planters 

34th St's concrete jungle is no miracle on the waterfront 


By Paul DeBenedetto 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Fear not Red Hookers: an 
obscure Manhattan business 
group is not encroaching on 
Pier 41 — even though more 
than dozen weathered plant- 
ers appear to indicate oth- 
erwise. 

A row of aging planters 
adorned with logos for Man- 
hattan’s 34th Street Partner- 
ship are enjoying a second 
life not-quite -beautifying the 
waterfront behind Fairway, 
raising occasional questions 
about their out-of-borough 
provenance and holding as 
much garbage as greenery, 
according to critics. 

The flowerpots — which 
were apparently so unattract- 
ive the Midtown merchants 
group struggled to give them 



The 34th Street Part- 
nership in Manhattan 
"donated" these brand- 
ed planters to the Red 
Hook waterfront. 


away — popped up on the 
Brooklyn waterfront in 2002 
after the 34th Street Partner- 
ship bought newer, sleeker, 
plastic street furnishings that 
are easier to clean and harder 
for graffiti writers to tag. 


And eight years of wear 
and tear on 34th Street and a 
decade along the pier, some 
locals claim Manhattan’s 
concrete cast-offs are a bad 
fit for Red Hook. 

“It looks like you’re taking 
hand-me-down clothes,” said 
Eugene Moore, who rejected 
an offer from the 34th Street 
Partnership to take the plant- 
ers when he served as head of 
an East New York business- 
improvement group a decade 
ago. “It’s a little tacky.” 

The Manhattan group 
shopped the planters around 
before giving the boxes to 
Red Hook property owner 
Greg O’Connell for free. 

Taking something old and 
making it new again is part 
of the Red Hook ethos, said 
O’Connell, who converted 


an 1870s warehouse into a 
high-end grocery store, stu- 
dios for artists, and apart- 
ments, and turned Manhat- 
tan’s old planters into, well, 
Brooklyn’s old planters. 

“We like to recycle,” said 
O’Connell, who won’t re- 
place the planters. “In Red 
Hook, that’s what we’re all 
about.” 

Recycling is well and 
good, but some Brooklynites 
say aesthetics are important, 
too — especially when the 
most eye-catching parts of 
many of the planters are the 
fading or scratched- off lo- 
gos promoting the 34th Street 
Partnership. 

“Make it so it’s not so 
obvious that they’re recy- 
cled,” said Cobble Hill res- 
ident Geoffrey Lewis. 


BOERUM HILL 


Rick’s out, so drink him up 

TU Sr* iiiaaI/ah/J «lnrr + a fi<UTie began 


This weekend, raise a glass to — and of — Santorum 


By Natalie O’Neill 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A cocktail namedRepub- 
lican presidential hopeful 
Rick Santorum has turned 
out to be more popular than 
the candidate himself. 

The ex-Senator with the 
dirty, little Google prob- 
lem pulled out of the race 
for the GOP nomination 
months after it became 


clear he didn’t have the 
backing he’d need to take 
on President Obama — 
but a beverage riffing on 
a randy neologism of the 
sweater vest aficionado’s 
surname will remain on the 
menu at Pacific Standard 
on Fourth Avenue to meet 
the demand of hundreds of 
thirsty pub-goers. 

Bartender Glynn Sullivan 


says she has mixed dozens 
of the boozy concoctions, 
which consists of orange 
vodka, Baileys, bitters, and, 
yes, chocolate flakes. She 
claims they’re particularly 
popular among ladies look- 
ing for a sweet drink and out- 
of-towners who get a kick 
out of the sexually suggestive 
reference, which The Brook- 
lyn Paper will not explain, 


and, as a family pub- 
lication, urges readers 
not to Google. 

“Some people who 
order it don’t even know 
who the politician is — 
or about the other thing 
— but they like it be- 
cause it tastes like a ii 
milkshake,” 

Sullivan 
said. 


tv spreading in 2003 , 

r when Dan Savage, a 

popular sex columnist, 
mounted a campaign to 
shame the then-Senator 
for comparing homosex- 
uality to bestiality. 

So what happens once 
the conservative poster- 
boy is out of limelight 
for good? 

“We’ll probably 
rotate it out,” 
j Sullivan said. 


WHOOPS 


Correction 

Last week, on this very page, 
The Stoop incorrectly described 
a planned development on Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope as being a 
wind- and solar-powered condo- 
minium. 

The building will not be pow- 
ered by wind, and it will be a rental, 
not a condo. 

The confusion arose due to a re- 
lated project on Hamilton Avenue 
in nearby Carroll Gardens, that is 
powered in part by wind that was 
referenced by its backers. 

The Brooklyn Paper regrets the 
error. 


WE’RE BUYING! 

TOP DOLLAR PAID ON THE SPOT 



It’s so easy to convert your unwanted gold 
jewelry and other gold items into quick cash. 
Call us toady for and appointment or come in 
and we will buy your items on the spot. 


JEWELS BY SATNICK 


187 State St. (between Court & Boer um) 

718-852-1421 

Open Tues-Fri 10am-6:30pm, Sat llam~5pm 
License #1272660 



Affordable Family Dentistry 

in modem pleasant surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 
Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 

624-5554 * 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
mm and insurance plans accommodated 
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DOG DAY CYCLERY 

115 VAN BRUNT ST 
T 347.799.2739 
www.dogdaycyclery.com 




Experienced, ucensed, Park Slope psychotherapist 

CAN HELP YOU SORT OUT UFE’S ROADBLOCKS. 


Specialization in LGBT Issues 
Certified in Family and Couples Therapy 
Affordable Sliding Scale. 
Out-of-Network Insurance Accepted 

Daniel Brooks, LCSW • Cell 215 431-6674 
www.danielbrookspsychotherapist.com 
danielbrooksnyc @ gmail.com 
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SHOW 


APR L 


Javits Convention Center 

Mon-Sat: lOam-IOpm Sun: 10am-7pm 


Save Time! 

BUY TICKETS ONLINE 

autosho wny. com 

Save on combo tickets with LIRR & Metro North at MTA.com 
NY Waterway combo tickets also available at autoshowny.com 
RECORDED INFO: 800.282.3336 
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Gunf ight sends chills down Columbia Street 


76TH PRECINCT 


Carroll Gardens-Cobble 
Hill-Red Hook 

A man allegedly shot at 
cops as he dashed down Co- 
lumbia Street on April 7 — 


and was hit once when the 
cops returned fire. 

Police patrolmen said they 
were between Huntington and 
Nelson streets at 3 am when 
they saw the man downing a 
beer. As they approached him, 


he took off sprinting, they said. 
As the chase was underway, 
the man stumbled and alleg- 
edly fired several rounds at 
the officers, all missing. 

Cops say they returned 
fire, striking the man once 
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JOIN NOW! 


SPA and MASSAGE 


ADULT AND CHILDREN ACTIVITIES * RESTAURANTS 
POOL AND BEACH SWIMMING * ATHLETICS 
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Connessicinai res of 
GNRA/NPS 


Each woman’s unique 
accomplishments 
will be highlighted in 
a keepsake publication 
on May 24, 2012 . 



Gala Reception 

will feature and celebrate some of the 
borough’s outstanding women. 

NEW YORK 
AQUARIUM 

Coney Island 

on June 20, 2012 • 5:30 - 9:00pm 



2012 Honorees: 


•Gale Stevens Haynes 
•Pat Singer 
•Matti Berkowitz 
•Sharon Myrie 
•Marlene Hochman 
•Aida Leon 
•Yonnette Fleming 
•Catherine Hodes 
•Josephine Sanfilippo 


•Geneva Farrow 
•Cecilia Clarke 
•Eileen O’Connor 
•Susan Doban 
•Cathie Gearity 
•Doreen Garson 
•Ellen Salpeter 
•Susan Pulaski 
•Sandra Chapman 


•Mercedes Narcisse 
•Doris Palazzo 
•Ijana Nathaniel 
•Mary Sansone 
•Irina Yuryeva 
•Dr. Monica Sweeney 
•Christine M. Coley 


For Information Call: Stephanie Stellaccio 
Office: (718) 260-2575 Sstellaccio@Cnglocal.Com 
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in the shoulder, before he 
escaped. 

Police arrested a man who 
had a gunshot wound in his 
shoulder on April 8 in Far 
Rockaway. 

Break in 

A thief robbed a Colum- 
bia street home sometime be- 
tween April 1 and April 4, 
taking various electronics, 
and a bicycle. 

The victim, 57, told police 
that she left her house at Bal- 
tic and Kane streets at 6 pm 
on April 1 , and didn’t return 
until 3:30 pm four days later. 
That’s when she discovered 
that her basement door had 
been pried open and her $200 
Schwinn bicycle, $350 Hi- 
tachi stereo, and $200 Sony 
TV were missing. 

Reach around 

A crook broke into a Con- 
gress Street house on April 6 
and took a pricey laptop. 

The victim told police that 
he left his home between 
Hicks and Henry streets at 
2:30 pm. When he returned 
at 4 pm, his front window had 
been broken and his laptop, 
worth $1,000, was gone. 

— Colin Mixson 


84TH PRECINCT 


Brooklyn Heights- 
DUMBO-Boerum Hill- 
Downtown 

G train attack 

Four thugs with a box-cut- 
ter robbed a man on the G 
train on April 2. 

The straphanger told po- 
lice he was on the Manhattan- 
bound train when it stopped at 
the 15th Street-Prospect Park 
stop and the crooks boarded. 
When the train reached the 
Carroll Street stop at 2: 10 pm, 
one of them flashed the blade 
at the victim and demanded 
he hand over his cellphone. 

The man complied, and the 
thugs fled from the train. 

Jewel heist 

A man was arrested for 
stealing a treasure trove of 
gems from a Washington 
Street apartment on April 
3, police said. 

The occupant said he 
left his home between Wa- 
ter and Plymouth streets at 
9 am. When he returned at 
11:15 pm, $20,000 worth of 
jewels were missing. 

Police said they arrested the 
alleged crook later that day. 

Bag grab 

A thief stole a grocery bag 
from a man unloading his car 
on Hoyt Street on April 5. 

The man said he was near 
Atlantic Avenue at 7:40 pm 
when the crook grabbed one 
of his bags and fled. 

Apparel swiped 

Crooks stole clothes from 
the American Apparel store 
on Court Street on April 6. 

The store’s manager said 
four men entered the bou- 
tique at State Street at 4:33 
pm, and ran out six minutes 
later with 18 pairs of pants. 

Vicious mug 

Two thugs mugged a 
woman on York Street on 
April 4. 

The victim told cops she 
was near Pearl Street at 1 pm 
when two women approached 
and asked, “How do you get 
to Canal Street?” 

When the woman gave 
them instructions the crooks 
allegedly threw her to the 
ground, grabbed her cell- 
phone, and ran away. 

— Daniel Bush 


POLICE BLOTTER 


Find more online every Wednesday at 

lrooklynPaper.com/blotter 


Brooklyn Museum at 6:20 
pm when he set his bag on 
a bench. He forgot about it 
and went to workout. He 
came back 30 minutes later 
and discovered the bag — 
and the $500 Canon cam- 
era and cellphone inside — 
was gone. 

— Natalie O'Neill 


88TH PRECINCT 


Fort Greene-Clinton Hill 

Text book 

A duo robbed a woman at 
gunpoint on Grand Avenue 
on April 7. 

The 27-year-old victim 
told cops she was texting 
between Lefferts Place and 
Atlantic Avenue at 12:20 
am when the two men ap- 
proached her, displaying a 
black handgun. One of them 
said “Give him your money 
or he’ll kill you.” 

The victim told them she 
didn’t have any money, so they 
took her iPhone and fled. 

Pipe pilferer 

A crafty crook stole cop- 
per piping from a pizza par- 
lor on Adelphi Street on April 
3, removing the store’s ac- 
cess to water. 

Representatives of the 
business near Myrtle Ave- 
nue told cops that they dis- 
covered they were without 
water at 8:50 am and called 
a plumber. He informed 
them that the copper piping 
was gone. 

‘Give me dat’ 

A crook robbed a man 
on Willoughby Avenue on 
April 5. 

The 18 -year-old victim 
told cops he was near Vander- 
bilt Avenue at 8:40 pm when 
a man trapped him between 
two cars and said, “Give me 
dat,” before taking his head- 
phones and iPhone. 

Targeted 

A crook stole a woman’s 
purse at Target on Flatbush 
Avenue on April 5. 

The 43 -year-old vic- 
tim told cops that she was 
shopping at the store between 
Hanson Place and Atlantic 
Avenue 5:15 pm. While she 
was waiting in the checkout 
line, she noticed her purse 
was gone from her cart. 


Empty-handed 

A thug tried to steal wom- 
an’s purse — but failed — on 
Lefferts Place on April 4. 

The 28-year-old victim 
told cops she was between 
Grand and Classon avenues at 
10:15 pm when a man walked 
up to her and tried to pull her 
bag away from her. 

She held onto her bag and 
screamed, and the would-be 
thief fled empty-handed. 

Bully 

A thug robbed a woman on 
Lafayette Avenue on April 7. 

The 18 -year- old victim 
told cops she was entering the 
G train station at Washing- 
ton Avenue at 5:20 am when a 
hooded man blocked her and 
said, “Give me your stuff, 
give me your bag,” while 
waving a silver object in 
front of her. 

She gave up her backpack 
and handbag containing her 
laptop and the thief fled. 

— Eli Rosenberg 


68TH PRECINCT 


Bay Ridge-Dyker Heights 

Book bully 

A vicious thug attacked a 
man with a metal object on 
Fourth Avenue on April 2, 
according to cops. 

The victim told police that 
he was near 73rd Street at 
2:20 am when four men ap- 
proached him. One of the 
men, wearing a hooded- 
sweatshirt, whacked the vic- 
tim in the gut with the ob- 
ject. He then pulled off the 
victim’s backpack, which 
contained one book, and 
fled with the posse down 
Fourth Avenue. 

Game over 

A thief robbed a Ridge 
Boulevard apartment on 
April 5 — taking the cou- 
ple’s $3,000 TV, among other 
things. 

The victims told police 
that they left their home near 
Bay Ridge Avenue at 1 pm. 
When they returned later that 
night at 9, their flat- screen 
TV, a $2,000 mink coat, 
$1,350 Gucci sunglasses, a 
wedding ring, and the con- 
troller for their Wii system, 
were gone. 

— Will Bredderman 


94TH PRECINCT 


Greenpoint-Northside 

Pocket runner 

A thief punched a 17-year- 
old boy and tried to rob him on 
Union Avenue on April 2. 

The victim told cops he was 
near Bayard Street at 2:30 pm 
when four teens surrounded 
him, and one punched his 
face and demanded, “Run 
your pockets.” 

The goons chased him for a 
block but the victim ran into a 
school and called the police. 

Subway phone 

A thief stole a woman’s 
phone on a Manhattan-bound 
L train at Metropolitan Av- 
enue on April 4. 

The victim told police she 
was on the train at 8:50 am 
when the thief snatched her 
phone and ran out the doors 
as the train pulled into the 
Lorimer Street station. 

Hoaxers 

Three swindlers posing 
as maintenance men stole 
$2,500 from a Meserole Ave- 
nue apartment on April 6. 

The victim told police he let 
the men into his building near 
Leonard Street at 10:30 am be- 
cause they said they were go- 
ing to fix his window. 

One distracted him while 
the others went to his bed- 
room and took the money, 
he said. 

— Aaron Short 


90TH PRECINCT 


Southside-Bushwick 

Shorty wars 

A violent thug slashed 
a 35-year-old man’s neck 
with a razor during an ar- 
gument over a girl in a Roe- 
bling Street bodega on April 
5, said cops. 

The victim told police that 
thejerk, known in the neighbor- 


hood as “GMan,” approached 
him in the store at 8:05 pm and 
said, “Oh, you’re the man that 
started on my shorty.” 

GMan allegedly swung at 
the victim with a razor in his 
fist and slashed his left cheek, 
jawbone, and wrist. 

He then ran down S. Sec- 
ond Street and paramedics 
took the victim to Bellevue 
Hospital, cops said. 

Three stooges 

Three thieves jumped 
three women and stole their 
cash on Havemeyer Street on 
March 28. 

One victim, 37, told cops she 
was with her sister and daugh- 
ter near S. First Street at 6:30 
pm when the thugs approached 
and accused them of having a 
pocketbook that belonged to 
one of their sisters. 

“F— that, let’s get this 
over with,” threatened the 
group’s ringleader, while the 
other answered, “F — her up,” 
and grabbed the purse, which 
contained $780. 

Opening day 

A violent baseball fan 
swung a bat at a man on 
Hooper Street on April 1. 

The victim told police he 
was near S. Fifth Street at 
8:07 am when the thug ap- 
proached him and swung the 
bat at his head — missing. 

So, the assailant got out 
of the batter’s box and drove 
away in his car. 

Coffee tabled 

A thief stole an antique 
headboard and coffee ta- 
ble from a S. Second Street 
apartment sometime between 
March 31 and April 2. 

The tenant told cops he left 
his apartment between Keap 
and Hooper streets at 10 am 
on March 3 1 , but when he re- 
turned at 6 pm on April 2, his 
furniture was missing. 

— Aaron Short 


78TH PRECINCT 


Park Slope 

Rotten apple 

A thief snatched a regis- 
ter full of cash from a laun- 
dromat on Fifth Avenue on 
April 2. 

A worker at Big Apple 
Cleaner near First Street told 
cops he locked up at 7:10 pm, 
came back 12 hours later, and 
discovered the lock on the 
front door had been busted 
with a drill — and a register 
full of $1,750 cash gone. 

Bad trip 

Two crooks stole thou- 
sands of bucks from a guest 
of a Third Avenue hotel on 
April 5. 

The 37-year-old victim told 
cops he left two women — 
whom he had just met — in 
his bedroom at Super 8 Motel 
near Union Street at 9:30 pm, 
then slipped into the bathroom 
to take a shower. He came back 
a few minutes later and dis- 
covered the women had split 
and taken $15,000 from the 
pocket of his pants. 

Jar head 

A jerk swiped a container 
full of coins from an apart- 
ment on Fifth Avenue on 
April 2. 

The 55 -year-old victim 
told cops he left his home 
near Union Street at 8 am. 
When he came back at 8:30 
pm, he discovered someone 
had forced open his front door 
and a jar of coins worth $20 
was missing. 

A neighbor later told po- 
lice he heard and saw noth- 
ing suspicious. 

Bag bandit 

A pest stole a camera on 
Eastern Parkway on April 8. 

The 20-year-old victim 
told cops he was near the 
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The Roots ’s analog drummer dreams of electric beats 


By Eli Rosenberg 

The Brooklyn Paper 

H is music is probably on your iPod 
— and now your iPod is influenc- 
ing his music. 

Questlove is the most recognizable 
member of one of rap’s only live bands, 
but The Roots’s drummer is casting aside 
his analog, well, roots, to put together 
a new performance inspired entirely 
by the digital tunes we carry in our 
pockets. 

The percussionist, DJ, and all-around 
creative mastermind for the Philadelphia 
hip hop act is bringing this brave new 
musical idea to Brooklyn Academy of 


Music in “Shuffle Culture,” a two-night 
engagement inspired by the randomness 
of iPods. 

The legendary drummer will be per- 
forming alongside creative luminaries such 
as human beatbox mastermind Rahzel, 
beatbox comedian human Reggie Watts, 
and experimental pop group Deerhoof — 
but it’s anyone’s guess what will happen 
or what kind of music he’ll cook up on 
April 19 and 20. 

BAM guarantees the show will be a 
cutting edge aural experience that merges 
a playlist with a performance, bouncing 
between acts including a string quartet, 
a pianist, beatboxers, a spoken word poet 
and a DJ. 


MUSIC 


Questlove's "Shuffle Culture/' at 

BAM [30 Lafayette Ave. between Ful- 
ton Street and Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], April 19 and 
20 at 8 pm. $25. Visit www.bam.org. 


“Songs and fragments will be arranged 
in a way that is at once arbitrary and co- 
hesive,” the venue promised. 

Questlove is known around the nation 
for being the guy in Jimmy Fallon’s house 
band with the awesome haircut, around 
hip hop circles for his decades-long run 
with rap legends The Roots, and around the 


borough for laying down beats at Brook- 
lyn Bowl on Thursdays. 

But he’s always been on willing to push 
his creative boundaries: his side project 
“The Philadelphia Experiment,” an al- 
bum he recorded with pianist Uri Caine 
and bassist Christian McBride, garnered 
plenty of acclaim. 

The drummer is clearly willing to ex- 
periment, but it’s still a bit of a surpris- 
ing turn for a musician who spends so 
much time performing live to take his 
cues from something so digital. 

BAM says the show will recreate the 
feeling of listening to a playlist on shuffle 
— giving you a perfect excuse to leave 
your iPod at home for a night. 


Supermensch 

Not bird , not plane , but Jewish comics! 


By Daniel Bush 

The Brooklyn Paper 

M ove over, Elijah — a new 
Jewish superhero is com- 
ing to the rescue. 
Magenthe “Shield oflsrael,” a fic- 
tional 20-something crime-fighter 
with a passing resemblance to Cap- 
tain America, rescues a kidnapped 
soldier from terrorists in the premiere 
issue of “Israeli Defense Comics,” 
a new comic created by Bedford- 
Stuyvesant artist Joshua Stulman that 
hits bookstores this month. 


The Pratt Institute grad said 
his muscle -bound, blue-and-white 
spandex-clad character was in- 
spired by Shaloman, the Jewish 
star of a long-running comic by 
A1 Wiesner that he discovered in 
a synagogue gift shop outside of 
Philadelphia in the late 1980s. 

“Magen is a superhero that’s 
proud to be Jewish,” said Stulman, 
who’s showcasing the book along- 
side Wiesner’s work in “Super Jew 
Comics,” an upcoming show at Ha- 
das Gallery in Clinton Hill. 

The exhibit chronicles the influ- 


COMICS 


Super Jew Comics at Hadas Gal- 
lery [541 Myrtle Ave. between 
Steuben Street and Emerson 
Place, in Clinton Hill (215) 704- 
2205]. April 15-June 24. Free. 
Visit www.hadasgallery.com. 


ence of Jewish comic book writ- 
ers such as Superman creators 
Jerry Siegal and Joe Shuster, and 
Martin Nodell, the cartoonist who 
launched the original Green Lan- 
tern series. 


Art history: A new show on the 
legacy of Jewish comic books 
and the people who made 
them will honor Shaloman and 
his creator Al Weisner. 


But unlike those high-flying do- 
gooders, Magen — whose name 
means shield in Hebrew — doesn’t 
posses any superpowers. 

He’s just a regular guy living 
on a kibbutz who works for a sci- 
entist developing protective ar- 
mor. After witnessing a suicide 
bombing, Magen borrows one of 
his boss’s prototype bulletproof 
suits and travels the Holy Land 
stopping acts of terrorism. 

Stulman insists the explosive 
plot of his new comic — which 
he hopes to release quarterly — 
steers clear of editorializing too 
much about the minefield of pol- 
itics in the Middle East. 

“I don’t really have an answer,” 
said Stulman. “I just want to pres- 
ent the issues in a comic book for- 
mat.” 



ART 


Ladies night 

Brooklyn has picked up the artistic torch from 
Manhattan, both figuratively and literally. 

Eight female artists are staging an East Wil- 
liamsburg sequel to a feminist exhibit that took 
over Manhattan’s New Museum 18 years ago. 

“Bad Girls 2012” 
opens Saturday at In- 
terstate Projects gal- 
lery, with artists ex- 
ploring gender, politics, 
economics, power, and 
sensuality. 

Curator Jamie Sterns 
said female artists are 
making work unapolo- 
getically and without the 
burden of the weight of history or culture. 

“Everything is up for grabs, and the results are 
as complex as their makers,” said Sterns. “These 
are some of the hottest, smartest, most interest- 
ing artists out there who are shaking things up 
and being as bad as they want to be.” 

Check out Bushwick resident Gina Beavers’s 
painting of a female torso laid over a Mondrian-like 
pattern of primary colors, local Rebecca Gilbert’s 
whispery sound installation, and Greenpointer 
Denise Kupferschmidt’s figure drawings. 

" Bad Girls 2012 " at Interstate Projects [56 
Bogart St at Grattan Street , Williamsburg 
(718) 412-8726] opens April 14, 6-9 pm. www. 

— Aaron Short 



THEATER 


Townies 

It’s a big Broadway play in a little Brook- 
lyn theater. 

The Gallery Players are ending their season 
on April 28 with a musical theater classic: Leon- 
ard Bernstein’s “Wonderful Town.” 

“It’s interesting to see what a big, Broadway 
show looks like inamore intimate setting,” saidpro- 
ducer Heather Curran. 

More intimate indeed 
— the Players theater con- 
tains a mere 99-seats. 

“Working in gallery 
makes you very inventive 
as a designer — you don’t 
have the easy answers 
and you have to come 
up with creative ways 
to get things done.” 

The play tells the story of two Ohio sisters 
who move into a ragged, Greenwich Village 
basement, circa 1 935 — a bohemian hot bed full 
of half-starved artists, desperate for fame. 

To capture the spirit of the era, the Players paid 
extra attention to the set, costume design, and cho- 
reography, despite their spacial limitations. 

Gallery Players [199 14th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
832-0617] April 28, 8 pm. $18 ($12 for children 
under 12 and seniors). Visit www.galleryplay- 
ers.com. — Colin Mixson 



MUSIC 


‘Feel’ good 

The Feelies are still rocking after more than 
30 years, and so too are their fans. 

The founding fathers of alternative rock will 
return to the Bell House on April 27 for a one- 
night, two-set trip through their three decade-long 
discography — a show 
that will span the gener- 
ations between shaggy- 
headed hipsters and the 
gray-haired rock lovers 
who raised them. 

“There are people that 
are older, closer to our 
age, who probably knew 
the band when we were 
first touring — but there 
are a lot of people who are younger,” said singer, 
songwriter, and guitar player Bill Million, whose 
legendary band broke up in 1992, and only re- 
united in 2008 at the urging rock demigod Thur- 
ston Moore, of Sonic Youth fame. “There are 
even some families that come out now, where 
some of the people who used to follow us when 
we first came out and have had kids.” 

After their 1980 debut album “Crazy 
Rhythms,” the band got lots of love in the 
big city — but The Feelies never so much as 
strummed a chord on this side of the East River 
until 2011 — the same year they released their 
“Here Before,” their first album in 19 years. 

“We’ve always hadagoodresponse inBrooklyn. 
The audiences are pretty energetic,” said guitarist 
Glenn Mercer. “It’s real devoted music fans.” 
The Feelies at the Bell blouse [149 7th St. 
between Second and Third Avenues, Gow- 
anus (718) 643-6510] April 27, 8 pm. $25. Visit 
www.ticketweb.com. — Will Bredderman 




AUTHENTIC ITALIAN CUISINE & 
WOOD-FIRED BRICK OVEN PIZZA 

(La Pizza di Napoli) 


Daily specials featuring traditional 
wine & handcrafted pizza & pasta 

WE DELIVER 

Open 6 days a week for dinner. Closed Mondays. 


552 COURT STREET 

(between W. 9th & Garnet Streets) 

718-875-1384 

www.lunarossabrooklyn.com 



Since 1985 




/j+ 

I 

iujumal OiM£Alca»t Cuibme. 



278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN 
718.369.9527 




STEAKHOUSE 



Great steaks 
Great value 


Open Tuesday to Sunday 
for Lunch, Dinner, Private Parties 

9519 Third Avenue, Bay Ridge 

(Between 95th & 96th Streets) 

718-745-3700 

www.EmbersBayRidge.com 


KimM 


GASTROPUB 

THEATER 

147 FRONT ST. DUMBO, BKYLN, NY {©TO YORK ST} 


leBar’s very own movie theater! Featuring a full bar; gastro-concession 
stand and now featuring the entire *ieBar bar menu 

{please order early} We also offer beverage coolers {beer/liquor buckets} 
for “Back to the Seat 1 ’ refreshment. 





FEATURING 

A FULL BAR AND MENU 


} 


RERUNTHEATER.COM 

FOR PREVIEWS, SHOWTIMES & TICKETS FOR ALL SHOWS 

“INDIE CINEMA WITH A BUZZ” 


Photo by Bella Muccari 
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EDITORS' PICKS 


FRIDAY 

April 13 


SATURDAY SUNDAY 

April 14 April 15 


WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

April 18 April 19 



Boozy 

baritone 

Who says the opera 
has to be a fancy? 
Not Opera on Tap, a 
talented and raucous 
group of musicians 
that showcase the 
classic art form in 
low-key settings. 
They're hitting Park 
Slope, merging arias 
and alehouses for a 
performance that's 
bound to make 
music-lovers of all 
kinds rethink the 
genre. 

8 pm. Barbes [367 9th 
Street at Sixth Avenue, 
Park Slope, (347) 422- 
0248] April 13. Tickets 
$10. 


Not sketchy 

Flip through inti- 
mate, diary-style 
sketch art crafted by 
hundreds of artists 
across the country. 
The Sketchbook 
Project Tour show- 
cases five-inch by 
seven-inch note- 
books featuring col- 
lages pop-outs, 
drawings, and even 
glued-down found 
art such as wood 
and metal scraps. 

6 pm. Art House Co-op 
[103 N. Third St. 
between Berry Street 
and Wythe Avenue, 
Williamsburg, (718) 388- 
7941] April 14. Free. 




FDR play 

History buffs and 
politicos won't want 
to miss a matinee 
performance of "Sun- 
rise at Campobello," 
a Pulitzer- and Tony- 
winning play about 
the pre-presidential 
life of Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt performed 
by the acclaimed 
Heights Players in 
Brooklyn Heights. 

2 pm. [28 Willow Place 
between State and 
Joralemon Streets in 
Brooklyn Heights; (718) 
237-2753.] April 15. 
Tickets $13-$15. 


Taste test 

Fifth Avenue boasts 
some of Brooklyn's 
most vibrant restau- 
rants including Al Di 
La, Blue Ribbon, 
Fornino, and Chip 
Shop — and now you 
can enjoy all in one 
sitting at Grand Pros- 
pect Hall. Sample 
delicious bites from 
these places and 
more at "A Taste of 
Fifth Avenue," where 
$20 from your ticket 
will go toward neigh- 
borhood causes. 

6:30-9:30 pm. [263 
Prospect Ave. between 
Fifth Avenue and Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 637-1955] April 18. 
Tickets $35. 




Annie's 

okay 

Grown-up fans of 
John Huston's 1982 
cinematic adaptation 
of the beloved comic 
strip Little Orphan 
Annie can head to 
the Bell House for a 
night of sing-alongs, 
movie-themed cock- 
tails, drinking games, 
contests, and Rocky 
Horror Picture Show- 
style audience par- 
ticipation. 

7:30 pm. [149 Seventh 
Street between Second 
and Third avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510] 
April 19. Tickets, $10-$12. 
Visit www.ticketweb.com. 


NINE DOT 


FRI, APRIL 13 


SPRING FENCING CAMP: New York 
Fencing Academy. $400-$500. 10 
am-3 pm. New York Fencing Acad- 
emy [2896 West. 12th St., between 
Surf Avenue and Neptune Avenue 
in Brighton Beach, (718) 996-0426], 
www.nyfencingacademy.com. 

FLAMENCO IN THE BOROS: Fla- 
menco performed by Vivo Carlota 
Santana. RSVP required. Free. 7 
pm. St. Joseph's College [245 Clin- 
ton Ave. at DeKalb Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 940-5300], 

THE MATERIAL WORLD: A pop musi- 
cal about a family of socialist Jews 
in the 1920s who live in a house with 
Madonna and Britney Spears — and 
a young gay man from the 2011 
who's trying to overthrow the gov- 
ernment. $15; or $8 low income. 8 
pm. BAX - Brooklyn Arts Exchange 
[421 Fifth Ave. in South Slope, (718) 
832-0018], www.bax.org. 

THEATER, NIGHT OF SKETCH 
COMEDY: Explores the idea that 
American men are in the midst of a 
transition. As told by female com- 
edy writers. $20. 8 pm. South Ox- 
ford Space [138 S. Oxford St. in Fort 
Greene, (646)281-0652], 

CONCERT, BENEFIT CONCERT: Still 
better than the Beatles: A tribute 
to The Shaggs. A Benefit For The 
Fremont, New Hampshire Town Hall 
Historical Society. $15. 8:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at Third Av- 
enue in Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 


SAT, APRIL 14 


GREENCYCLE SWAP: One man's trash 
is another's treasure. Bring cleaned 
gently used and working items. $5. 
1-4 pm. St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
[334 S. 5th St. between Rodney and 
Keep streets in Williamsburg, (347) 
559-1410], 

READING, BEAT GENERATION COF- 
FEE HOUSE: A poetry reading 
series. Free. Williamsburg Art & 
Historical Center [135 Broadway at 
S. Sixth Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
486-6012], www.wahcenter.net. 

FOOD AND TRAVEL EXPO: Local 
day trips; food samples, wine and 
cheese tastings, eco travel work- 
shops, food demos and more. $13 
(Children under 10 free). Noon-5 
pm. Skylight One Hanson (1 Han- 
son PI. (Williamsburg Savings Bank 
Tower) in Downtown), www.escape- 
maker.com. 

ART, KATHRYN ROBINSON-MILLEN: 

The artist will display her sculptures, 
both functional and sculptural, in 
ceramics and porcelains. 2-8 pm. 
BGI Gallery [153 Columbia St. in 
Carroll Gardens, (718) 522-0193], 

NEW SCHOOL, DOCSTUDIES AT THE 
NEW SCHOOL: Over 60 students 
have crafted short docs that lovingly 
explore the many faces and stories of 
New York City — from B-boys to nan- 
nies, cab drivers to urban farmers, and 
subway buskers to church tower bell- 
ringers. Free. 7:30 pm. UnionDocs 
[322 Union Ave., Between Maujer and 
Ten Eyck streets in Williamsburg, (347) 
820-3213], uniondocs.org. 




BROOKLYN 




Find lots more listings online at 

BrooklynPaper.com/Events 


En garde: Give fencing a try at New York Fencing Academy in 
Brighton Beach on April 13. 


SUN, APRIL 15 


THE BROOKLYN BUN: For a second 
year in a row, runners will race 
through the park in a 20K bike and 
4K run. check website for informa- 
tion. 7:15 am. Bartel Lot - Prospect 
Park (Prospect Park W. and 9th 
Street in Park Slope), www.brook- 
lynbun.com. 

TITANIC ANNIVERSARY, 100TH ANNI- 
VERSARY TITANIC COMMEMORA- 
TION: Bay Ridge's own golden throat 
Martin McQuade, with some help 
from pianist Jesse Gelber, will revive 
songs of the Gilded Age to com- 
memorate the 100th Anniversary of 
the sinking of the RMS Titanic. 6 pm. 
Greenhouse Cafe [7717 Third Ave, 
between 76th and 77th streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 680-0833]. 

NEW SCHOOL, WHEN DOCUMEN- 
TARY MET DATA: Jigar Mehta, (18 
Days in Egypt), Laura Kurgan (Spa- 
tial Information Design Lab), and 
Fabien Streit, (Upian) in attendance 
for presentation and discussion with 
scholar-artist Mandy Rose about 
the creative possibilities of a data- 
drenched society. $9 suggested 
donation. 7:30 pm. UnionDocs [322 
Union Ave., Between Maujer and 
Ten Eyck streets in Williamsburg, 
(347) 820-3213], uniondocs.org. 


MON, APRIL 16 


READING, CHRISTOPH NIEMANN 
BOOK RELEASE: The acclaimed 
New York Times' graphic artist 
launches his new book, "Abstract 
City" into the atmosphere in 
DUMBO. Free. 7 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], www. 
powerhousearena.com. 

AN EVENING WITH CHRISTOPH NIE- 
MANN, AUTHOR OF "ABSTRACT 
CITY.": World-renowned graphic 


designer Christoph Niemann reads 
from his New York Times blog 
"Abstract City." 7 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], www. 
powerhousearena.com. 


TUES, APRIL 17 


LECTURE, BERNARD BARAN: 

The author leads a discussion on 
wrongful convictions his topic is 
Reflections by Barnard Baran, 25 
years later. Free. 11 am. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St., between 
Court and Clinton streets in Brook- 
lyn Heights, (718) 489-5272], 
READING, ZAKARY PELACCIO: Author 
of "Eat With Your Hands." Free. 7 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in DUMBO, (718) 666- 
3049], www.powerhousearena.com. 


WED, APRIL 18 


TOUR, WALKING TOUR: Lace up your 
trainers and explore the city's first 
suburb, Brooklyn Heights, and stop 
by Plymouth Church and other his- 
toric sites. Presented by Big Onion 
tours. $18 ($15 seniors and students 
with valid ID). 11 am. City Hall Park 
[Broadway and Chambers St. in 
Downtown Manhattan, (888) 606- 
9255], www.bigonion.com. 

A TASTE OF FIFTH: Enjoy a sampling 
from dozens of Fifth Avenue's res- 
taurants, music, dancing and compli- 
mentary wine and beer. Sponsored 
by the Park Slope Fifth Avenue BID. 
$35. 6:30 pm. Grand Prospect hall 
[263 Prospect Ave. at 16th Street in 
South Slope, (718) 369-2008], 

CONCERT, ELEANOR FRIEDBERGER 
CONCERT: Featuring Hospitality. 
$12. 8 pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643-6510], www.thebell- 
houseny.com. 


THURS, APRIL 19 


THEATER, ABIGAIL IN THE COLO- 
NIES: A Song for John": Libretto 
by Pro. Terry Quinn, with music by 
Gary Fagin. Free. 11 am-noon. St. 
Francis College [180 Remsen St., be- 
tween Court and Clinton streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 489-5272], 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CONCERT: The 
Brooklyn Youth Chorus performs 
with the American Symphony Or- 
chestra in a presentation of George 
Crumb's Grammy award winning 
Star-Child. $12.50-$25. 8 pm. Car- 
negie Hall (57 St. and Seventh Av- 
enue in Midtown Manhattan), www. 
brookynyouthchorus.org. 

CONCERT, SINGER SONGWRITER 
CAT MARTINO: Indie folk rock con- 
cert with the Daltonians and Patrick 
Bower. $8. 8:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638-4400], www.union- 
hallny.com. 


FRI, APRIL 20 


DINNER/DANCE: St. Anselm's will 
celebrate it's 90th anniversary wel- 
coming past and present parishio- 
ners and former school alumni and 
families. Honors will be presented 
to Eileen Downey, Robert Howe and 
Lynne Savage. $125 per person. 7 
pm. Gargiulo's Restaurant [2911 W. 
15th St. between Surf and Mermaid 
avenues in Coney Island, (718) 238- 
2900], http;//starcc.net/stanselm. 


SAT, APRIL 21 


THEATER, "ALL WEAR BOWLERS": 

Humorous tale of two silent film 
stars that fall off the stage and find 
themselves trapped in a haunted 
theater. $25. 8 pm. Kingsborough 
Community College [2001 Oriental 
Blvd. at Decatur Avenue in Manhat- 
tan Beach, (718) 368-5000], www. 
kingsborough.edu. 

VOLLEYBALL: Modell's will partner 
with NYC Parks and host sports 
clinics for children 8 to 17. All equip- 
ment is provided during clinics. 
Onsite registration begins at 10 am. 
Free. 9 am-1 pm. Sunset Park Rec- 
reation Center (43rd St. and Sev- 
enth Avenue in Sunset Park), www. 
nycgovpars.org. 

KIDS NIGHT OUT: Need a night out? 
The children can spend an evening 
jumping on trampoline's, tumbling, 
and blow off steam with friends. 
Recommended for children 3 and 
older if potty trained. Pizza dinner is 
included. RSVP required. $35 ($30 
for registered children). 6-9 pm. 

Ms. J's Gym [289 Kent Ave. at S. 
Second Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
218-7065], 
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New Mex can 


Lights on for DUMBO’s Gran Electrica 


By Sarah Zorn 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

G ran Electrica is adding a jolt to 
DUMBO’s oft-maligned food 
scene. 

The team behind Colonie — a 
year-old, seasonal, small plates outfit 
that has enlivened the equally barren 
Brooklyn Heights area — is hoping 
to work the same magic in DUMBO 
with authentic Mexican eats that es- 
chew Tex-Mex constructs like que- 
sadillas and burritos in favor of re- 
gional, home-style specialties like 
tortitas, tlacoyos, and garnachas. 

“Mexico has one of the greatest cui- 
sines in the world, and yet, most peo- 
ple don’t have a very accurate sense of 
what it’s really about,” said chef Sam 
Richman. “The food tends to be very 
specific to each region.” 

Much like America, food in Mex- 
ico varies drastically from city to 
city (would you order a lobster roll in 
Memphis or barbecue in Maine?). 

“Oaxaca, for example, is isolated 
by huge mountain ranges, so it’s main- 
tained a very different kind of food 
from the rest of Mexico,” he said. “In 
Yucatan, you get a Caribbean influ- 
ence, Veracruz is Spanish, and Mex- 



Buen provecho: Chef Sam Richman shows off a seafood coctel at 
Gran Electrica, a new Mexican restaurant in DUMBO. 


DINING 


Gran Electrica [5 Front St. be- 
tween Dock and Old Fulton 
Streets in DUMBO, (718) 852- 
2700], 


ico City is a very efficient place to eat, 
because you can experience flavors 
from all over the country.” 

Richman and co-chef Brad Mc- 
Donald hope to lead Gran Electrica’s 
guests on a similar journey, expos- 
ing palates to native Mexican ingre- 
dients like huazontle and epazonte, 
and dishes like pozole rojo. costillas 
de cerdo, and aguachile. 

The food may briefly transport 
diners to the valleys of Puebla or the 
coastal plains of Veracruz, but the de- 
sign — along with a cocktail menu 
of artfully infused mezcal drinks — 
won’t feel foreign for Brooklynites. 

Exposed brick, tile, and gleam- 
ing blond wood interiors are jazzed 
with a tasteful dose of ironic Brook- 
lyn chic — think gold painted, can- 
dlelit “alters,” a wall of potted green 
plants, and Day of the Dead wall- 
paper, slyly reinterpreted to reflect 
daily life in DUMBO. 

Look for images of skeletons getting 
married, dead dog walkers, bony hip- 
ster bikers with handlebar mustaches, 

1 and skeletal babies wearing crocs in 
| front of the Brooklyn Bridge, the park 
~ and the carousel.” 

2 The macabre pastiche even shows 
® skeletons clamoring to get into Gran 
% Electrica — an artistic flourish that’s 
| grounded in reality, its owners say. 

£ 4 ‘This neighborhood has been starv- 

ing for a really great dining options,” 
said co-owner Elise Rosenberg. 


It's food gossip 

This week s arrivals and departures 


I t’s out with the old and in 
with the Ethiopian in Car- 
roll Gardens, while Park 
Slope and Sunset Park go se- 
riously green in this week’s 
bumper crop of locally pro- 
duced gossip! 

Farm fresh: It’s become 
common practice for restau- 
rants to virtuously list the prov- 
enance of every last sustain- 
ably sourced ingredient on their 
menu, but now Applewood in 
Park Slope can truly stand be- 
hind their heritage pork chops 
and cage-free eggs. That’s be- 
cause owners David and Laura 
Shea have bought their own 
farm in the Hudson River Val- 
ley, which they hope will even- 
tually produce most — if not 
all — of the veggies, fruits, 
meats, and dairy used at their 
11th Street eatery. “We want 
to supply as much as we can 
to become what our restau- 
rant is about and a part of the 


Foodie-i-Chief 

By Sarah Zorn 


farm-to-table philosophy,” Da- 
vid Shea told Park Slope Patch. 
“We want to show that your 
average neighborhood restau- 
rant can support local farms 
and use good food and have a 
viable business model.” 

Raise the roof: In other 
farming news, Sunset Park is 
about to get a whole lot greener 
than the neighborhood’s name 
already suggests. BrightFarms 
— adevelopmentandmanage- 
ment business — announced 
it will construct the world’s 
largest rooftop farm atop a 
building on the community’s 
industrial waterfront. The hy- 
droponic greenhouse will grow 
enough veggies to feed up to 
5,000 people and keep up to 1.8 
million gallons of storm water 


from flooding the harbor dur- 
ing severe rains, according to 
project backers. 

Aw, shucks: Prime Meats 
Delikat-essan and Provisions 
store, an offshoot of the wildly 
popular Prime Meats where 
high-end, dry-aged protein 
and fancy kitchen goods 
came together, may have 
folded — but all is not lost. 
Eater reports that the joint’s 
owners, the same folks from 
Frankies 457 Spuntino, will 
open a weekend-only oyster 
and cocktail bar in its place. 
Shell-abrate good times! 

Tough nut: Chestnut, 
a Smith Street stalwart that 
helped set the tone for the 
community’s transition into 
a foodie destination, is shut- 
ting its doors after nine years. 
The neighborhoodjoint lost its 
foothold in a sea of area com- 
petition that includes Seer- 




Farm-to-table: The folks behind Applewood — 
who have found plenty of fans with dishes like this 
roasted duck breast with roasted rutabaga and per- 
simmons — are at the forefront of locally sourced 
cuisine after buying a farm. 


sucker and Buttermilk Chan- 
nel, among others. “What we 
built was a true mom and pop 
and not a theme or franchise,” 
the owners wrote on their web- 
site. ‘ ‘It took an army ofhungry 
food loving people to raise this 
house and an economic disas- 
ter to bring it down.” 

Out of Africa: One thing 
Brooklyn’s dining scene would 
use more of is Ethiopian res- 


taurants — that’s why we’re 
pumped that the popular Man- 
hattan eatery Awash will soon 
bring kitfo, tibs, doro watt, and 
injera to the vacated Quercy 
space on Court Street, accord- 
ing to Brownstoner. The fact 
that old-guard Quercy was yet 
another casualty of the Car- 
roll Gardens and Cobble resur- 
gence is another matter — all 
we can say is The Grocery bet- 
ter not be going anywhere! 


Brooklyn 

Register your child now 

Conservatory 

for a fun and fulfilling summer 

of Music 

of music! 


Summer Programs for Kids 

July 9 to August 24 


• PRIVATE INSTRUCTION 

Children 6 years old and up develop their love 
of music with instrumental and voice lessons. 

•WORLD DRUMMING FOR KIDS 

Children ages 6 to 9 explore the world as they 
discover the rhythms and traditions of many 
cultures. 



•JUNIOR ROCK WEEK 

Students ages 7 to 1 1 play with seasoned 
professionals in a week of fun learning 
and rocking. 

• MUSIC ADVENTURES FESTIVAL 

Children ages 18 months to 4 years experience 
an exciting week of singing, dancing, instrument 
playing, and learning about music. 


For tuition and 
financial aid details 
call the Registrar at 
718.622.3300. 


www.bqcm.org 


• MUSICWORKS WEEKEND 


Kids and families discover the joy of music in 
workshops like Inside the Band, Songbuilding, 
Storyhearing, Music at the Movies, and more! 



Come to the Conservatory this summer! 
58 Seventh Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11217 


(Dermatofociy 

GENERAL^ COSMETIC C/ 

SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS 

Botox , Juvederm, Rodiesse 
Chemical peels 
Spider veins 
Laser hair removal 
Acne. Herpes 
Warts. Moles 
Blemish removal 
Keloids 


718 - 636-0425 

27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL) 

PARK SLOPE, BKLYN 

212 - 288-1300 

1 000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST) 
MANHATTAN, NY 

DAY AND EVENING HOURS 
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
INSURANCE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL SERVICES 



ALAN KLING, MD 

Board-Certified Dermatologist 

CARLY WALLIS, PA 
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FAROS 


aros Authentic Greek Cuisine 


Greek Easter Menu 

Sunday ; April 15th, 2012 

ij L, Prix Fixe $55.00 per person 

If % Magiritsa 

JR #4 Tripe soup with scallions dill (j W 

OR 

Chicken Soup 


Maroulosalata 

Romaine Salad with scallions , dill, feta cheese 

Arni Psito 

Roasted spring lamb with potatoes 

Karidopita 

Walnut cake 


Complimentary Easter Bread, 
Easter Cookies, Red Eggs & 
Bottle of Wine per 2 Adults 


iwMwtfanosnyrcom 


So happy we tried Faros! 


“The service was friendly and accommodating; the atmosphere 
was clean and open;Most of all, the food was PHENOMENAL!” 

— Yelp reviewer, Dec. 2011 
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Very sweet dreams 

Star chefs planning Park Slope’s newest pastry place 


By Natalie O’Neill 

The Brooklyn Paper 


P ark Slope’s newest dessert des- 
tination boasts star chefs and a 
Gordon Ramsay pedigree, but 
it’s going to be more ma-and-pa eat- 
ery than “Hell’s Kitchen.” 

Husband-and-wife dough mas- 
ters TJ and Vera Obias plan to turn 
a shuttered brunch joint at Fifth Av- 
enue and Fifth Street into a friendly 
neighborhood bakery — but they’re 
also intent on serving the borough’s 
best tarts, danishes, and other glass- 


case staples. 

“I like the classics — I’m not in- 
terested in the trendy dessert of the 
minute,” TJ said. “I’m a sucker for 
the perfect eclair.” 

The flour-and-sugar wizard — 
who boasts an impressive pastry- 
making resume including a chef 
position at the New York branch of 
Gordon Ramsay at the London — 
hopes to bring top-notch ingredients 
to a down-home setting. 

The eatery, dubbed Du Jour Bak- 
ery, will also feature house-made 
creme brulee, pies, and almond bread 


DINING 


Du Jour Bakery [365 Fifth Ave. 
at Fifth Street in Park Slope]. For 
info, visit www.dujourbakery.com. 
Opening in summer. 


pudding crafted by Vera, who brings 
a lot to the table. 

The up-and-coming baker was a 
chef at the star-studded Russian Tea 
Room, was featured on Food Net- 
work’s “Food Genius” program, and 
was named “rising star” by the culi- 


nary magazine Star Chefs. 

Alongside all of the sweets, the 
couple will also offer healthy, sea- 
sonally inspired lunch options such as 
soups and sandwiches using a simple 
recipe for success — respect the sea- 
sons and keep ingredients simple. 

TJ said the couple will likely open 
the shop in July. He hopes to attract 
a family- centric crowd, saying Park 
Slope is the right place for a low- 
key, everybody-knows-your-name- 
style scene. 

“It doesn’t have to be complicated 
to be good,” he said. 



Sweet intentions: Renowned pastry-making couple TJ and Vera Obias are 
hoping to open a much-anticipated bakery in Park Slope. 



The SjoecialHj cocktails are. well- 
cra-Ffec# otr\cl a little off-beaT, 
C$10 each). 



Vne crisp ' For f Warwick ' myes 
gin, pear liqueur, 

I emon , + rnudot lecf 
f array or 0/) . 

Or try The sweeT 
^ 'Kentucky Companion, 
with rye wWskey 
and tarigeriVie, 



And the 'ftevense Huppy Hour/ 

10 pm -midnight, offers a can oF 
beer + a half- sandwich or whiskey 
tr \ | -shot -Por $s\ 


I 

peers ^shoisl 



It’s pretty 
popular. 


_ With ft "friends, 
for funate ly . 


Fort Reno Provisions [669 Union St., between Fourth and Fifth Avenues 
in Park Slope, (347) 227-7777]. Open Mon-Fri, 5 pm-midnight; Sat, Sun, 
noon-midnight. For more info, visit http://www.fort-reno.us. 


A brief, wondrous reading 

Acclaimed writer Junot Diaz comes back to the borough 



Junot's favorite Dominican eats 


By Eli Rosenberg 

The Brooklyn Paper 

B rooklyn twenty-some- 
things take note: ac- 
claimed author Junot 
Diaz says this isn’t the 
place to live if you want 
to be an artist. 

“For a poor, freak art- 
ist, New York is almost im- 
possible now,” said Diaz, 
the Pulitzer Prize winning 
writer of “The Brief Won- 
drous Life of Oscar Wao.” 
“The kind of marginal art- 
ists that made New York a 
place that people wanted 
to run to is vanishing rap- 
idly.” 

Diaz, whose new col- 
lection of short stories 
“This Is How You Lose 
Her” will hit shelves this 
fall, knows a little bit about 
being a struggling artist in 
Brooklyn — he lived in 
Boerum Hill in the early 
1990s before leaving the 
borough for Manhattan. 

He’s since gone on to a 
professorship at the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology, but Diaz is back in 
town for an extended stay 
and he’ll be reading from 
the new collection at CU- 
NY’s City Tech as part of 
the school’s Literary Arts 
Festival on April 26. 

Even though so many 
artists call Brooklyn home, 
living in the borough can 
be as lonely as the life of 


Junot Diaz is best known 
for his intricately woven nar- 
rative about a nerd seeking 
love and challenging fate — 
but many fans of the liter- 
ary star say his writing is 
actually at its most poignant 
when he’s describing Do- 
minican food. 

The acclaimed author of 
“The Brief Wondrous Life 


of Oscar Wao” and the short 
story collection “Drowned” 
often frames his stories within 
the Dominican community 
in the United States, and he 
seems to revel in waxing lit- 
erary about plantains and ro- 
tisserie chicken. 

And when he’s in Brook- 
lyn, there’s only one place 
he goes: Junior Luncheon- 


ette in Bushwick. 

“This place in Brooklyn, 
I really couldn’t believe it, 

this little f- hole in the 

wall,” Diaz said. “That s — 
was dynamite!” 

Junior Luncheonette 
[685 Knickerbocker Ave. 
between Putnam Avenue 
and Cornelia Street in 
Bushwick , (718) 417-9465]. 


BOOKS 


Junot Diaz at City 
Tech [285 Jay St. be- 
tween Tillary Street 
and Tech Place in 
Downtown, (718) 260- 
4975,] April 26, 7 pm. 
For info, e-mail chell 
man@citytech.cuny. 
edu. 


Write stuff: Author 
Junot Diaz will read 
from his upcoming 
collection of stories at 
City Tech on April 26. 


Diaz’s most famous char- 
acter, Oscar Wao. 

“We’re not in the busi- 
B ness ofhaving a lot of friends 
5 with our work,” Diaz said. 
| “If you’re a serious artist, 

0 you’re not going to meet the 
J type of people you’re go- 

1 ing to vibe with and even 
if you’ve got a peculiar vi- 
sion, New York is going to 
be a lonely place.” 

The folks at CUNY’s 
City Tech campus said 
Diaz — whose stories 
are primarily set in the 
Dominican community 
— was a natural choice 
for the reading. 

“City Tech is one of the 
most diverse campuses on 
the East Coast and we want 
someone who is represen- 
tative of our student body,” 
said Caroline Heilman, who 
organized the festival. 



ST. LUKE’S CHAMBER ENSEMBLE 


Brooklyn Museum 

200 Eastern Parkway 

Saturday, April 28th 
at 2:00 PM 


Tickets $35 ($25 Museum 
Members/$10 Student Rush) 

Children under 12 FREE! 

Tickets include museum admission. 


LI 




Tickets at OSLmusic.org or call 212.594.6100 
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PARENT 


My kid thinks he's too awesome 



Fearless 

Parenting 

By Stephanie Thompson 


I often tell my kids how 
smart they are. I encour- 
age them to feel pride in 
their schoolwork and in what- 
ever activities they engage in, 
knowing from many years in 
marketing that repetition is 
the best way to brainwash. 

My efforts are begin- 
ning to pay off, but maybe 
too richly. 

The other day, Eli asked 
to borrow my iPhone. 

“No,” I said in a tone I be- 
lieved firm enough to end 
the conversation. 

“Please! I’m not playing 
games,” he pleaded, “Fmjust 
going to look things up!” 
“No,” I repeated, hoping 
the brainwash trick would 
work. 

“I want to get more infor- 
mation,” he said, more ur- 
gently. “It helps my brain!” 
Manipulative little so-and- 
so. He knew I was a sucker 
for brain boosting. But before 
I could be convinced to hand 


over the device for “learning 
purposes,” it occurred to me 
that the Googlization of civ- 
ilization might spell the end 
of instinctive thought. 

“If Einstein had an iPhone, 
he may not have sat around 
pondering things, he would 
have thought he’d found an- 
swers just ’cause someone 
on Wikipedia thought it was 
true,” I explained. “Then 
where would we be?” 

Eli stared at me, slack- 
jawed, primed to sass. 

“Mom, please!” he said, 
rolling his eyes. “I’m really 
smart. I’m the smartest kid 
in my class.” 

My stomach dropped. 
Here was my son believ- 
ing himself to be smarter 
than most everyone else. 
This was serious. We were 
in trouble. 

I thought of all the “smart- 
est” people I’ve know in my 
life, those that thought they 
could beat the system, those 


that didn’t understand that the 
house always wins, those that 
ended up dead, or on drugs, 
or in jail — all because they 
were smarter than everybody 
else. 

I slowed the car down 
and began to maniacally 
scream at him from some- 
where deep and instinctual, 
from the place of Primal Pro- 
tector. 

“You may think you’re 
really smart but you’re not 
nearly so smart as you think 
you are!” I spat as he shrank 
away from me down into the 
black pleather seat. “Let me 
tell you, my friend, thinking 


you’re smarter than everyone 
else will get you into tons 
and tons of trouble!” 

I remembered when the 
concept of humility became 
clear to me. It wasn’t in syna- 
gogue, it was in school when 
learning about Greek mythol- 
ogy. Story after story showed 
clearly how challenging the 
gods would always result in 
one’s doom. It was crucial to 
be humbled by the Unseen 
Powers sometimes. It was a 
matter of survival. 

I’d parked the car in front 
of our little house. 

“Who do you think you 
are!” I shouted at Eli. 


It felt important to make 
him pay attention to exactly 
how small he was in the larger 
greater universe. 

And it was the end of in- 
nocence of a sort. It is a very 
slippery slope to encourage 
the feelings of diminished 
greatness, but it seems cru- 
cial. As Eli nears 1 1 , and we 
begin to loosen the reigns, 
a healthy bit of ego-busting 
seems all too necessary. 

I felt horrible when Eli 
hung his head in shame 
and started to tear up after 
my tirade. But sending kids 
out into the world who think 
they’re too smart scares me 
witless. 

Being humble is a crucial 
safety measure, one that in 
these days of parenting pride- 
ful can very well get swept 
under the rug. 

That’s something I’m go- 
ing to have to learn to re- 
peat to myself, and to my 
kids. 


PARK SLOPE • WINDSOR TERRACE 
BAY RIDGE • CARROLL GARDENS 



Our Camp 

• Variety of programs for 
campers age 3% to 15 

• Safe, fun, stimulating 
environment 


Spring 
Mini Camp 

April 9-13 

5 days of trips & 
activities based in 
Park Slope 


• Very flexible registration; 
accommodating 10 week 
season 

• Free morning transportation 
from most Bay Ridge and 
Brownstone Brooklyn areas 

• Established 1992 


Open House for 
Summer Camp 

Saturdays , April 14 
& April 21 

339 8 th St @ 6 th Ave 
Presentations at 
1 pm & 2:30 pm 


718-788-PSDC (7732) 

www.parkslopedaycamp.com 


DOMINO... 


Continued from page 1 

“The Katan Group has 
lined up a partner to pay 
off the lender and recapital- 
ize the project,” said Scharf, 
whose client would not dis- 
close the identity of the out- 
side investor. 

Katan sued his develop- 
ment partner last month in 
an attempt to prevent the ail- 
ing housing financier from 
renegotiating the loan it took 
out in 2007 with a third-party 
lender — claiming Commu- 
nity Preservation Corpora- 
tion Resources committed 
fraud and breach of con- 
tract in its dealings with 
the backer. 


Continued from page 1 
vice would not comment 
on the misspelling — but 
a spokeswoman gasped in 
surprise when we told her 
about the error. 

“I can’t believe that!” 
she said. 

Yet some were not too 
surprised by the blooper, 


Katan is seeking an in- 
junction to halt the refinanc- 
ing, which is only the latest 
problem for a beleaguered de- 
velopment that ran into trou- 
ble after the city signed off 
on a controversial plan to 
allow residential develop- 
ment on the site nearly two 
years ago. 

Real estate insiders say the 
11 -acre site is on the mar- 
ket, but Community Pres- 
ervation Corporation Re- 
sources claims that it only 
wants to sell off a part of the 
giant waterfront project. 

As Community Preserva- 
tion Corporation Resources’s 
debt — and Katan’s conster- 


claiming they expected 
nothing less from a post of- 
fice that sparked a customer 
breakdown so epic that the 
YouTube video on the inci- 
dent went viral in 2006. 

“I think this really drives 
our concerns home,” said 
Wertheimer. 


nation — grew, the company 
sought a slew of investors to 
help stabilize the project, 
court documents indicate. 

Last year, Katan submit- 
ted several potential bidders, 
which Community Preserva- 
tion Corporation Resources 
vice president Susan Pollock 
vetted, only to have each deal 
fizzle out, according to Pol- 
lock’s affidavit. 

Both partners have said 
publicly they want to stick to 
stick to their Domino plan, 
but real estate sources say 
flipping the site could prove 
to be extremely lucrative. 

Pollock dismissed Katan’s 
claims of malfeasance as 
baseless and invalid. 

“There was absolutely no 
evidence to support any claim 
that Community Preservation 
Corporation Resources had 
engaged in any improper ac- 
tions and Katan did not even 
attempt to provide any evi- 
dence of its own supportive 
of its accusations,” said Pol- 
lock. “Community Preserva- 
tion Corporation Resources 
remains confident that the 
court will deny Katan the in- 
junction it is seeking.” 

The judge did not make 
a ruling on Katan’s injunc- 
tion request. The next court 
date is May 4. 


FROOKLNY... 




W€ DO FENCING BIRTHDAYS! 

Parties up to 20 kids 


F€N^€ COMP€TITIV€lV 


R JUST FOR FUN! 


The Brooklyn Fencing Center opened in Carroll 
Gardens, Brooklyn, in January 2003. We are 
proud to be Brooklyn's first competitive 
fencing club, and our mission is to make 
the excitement and joy of fencing more 
accessible to Brooklynites of all ages! 

Group Classes 

beginner to advanced, 7 years to adults 

Private Lessons • Summer Camps 


-= BROOKLYN 


Fencing Gcntcr 


62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt) 

(718) 522-5822 
www.BrooklynFencing.com 


FREE KID’S MEAL EVERY NIGHT!! 

WITH A DINNER ENTREE OR SPECIAL 

get a Free Kid Combo, Pizza, Pasta or Mac & Cheese 
AFTER 5:30P, APPLIES TO DELIVERIES! 



Come Together 
with Family & Friends 


SPOT 


2 FLOORS OF RESTAURANT AMD PLAV SPACE 

81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks) 718-923-9710 
mon-Wed 10am— 6:30pm, thurs-Sun )0am — 8:30pm 
WWW.THEMOXIESPOT.COM 


Beatles Rockband 

BBBWI BUI 

1st Saturdays, 6p 

2nd Sats, 6p 

3rd Sats, 6p 


Sun Bingo Night! 


Evening Activities are all Free, 
Weekday Kid Fee is $2.50/child 

Check themoxiespot.COM for 
Special Events & details 


■Bn 

lance Around 1 


Tu 11a | 

| M/W/F 12p | 

Th 11a 

BAYTIME 


| Weekend Singalong, 1st & 3rd Sundays, 12pm 


SUMMER AT 

JtU00S 



DAY SCHOOL, INC. 


COME JOIN IN THE FUN! 




Music & Movement 
Gym Facilities 
Art Projects 


• Water Play 

• Sprinklers 

• Large Outdoor Yard 

• Spacious Classrooms 

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 - 5 years old 

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days. 


763 President St. 


718-230-5255 


Council Member Darlene Mealy, Food Bank For 
New York City, and The City University of New York 

invite you to 


FREE* Tax Preparation 

Saturday, April 14, 2012 


10 am-4 pm 

St. John’s Bread and Life 
795 Lexington Avenue 
Brooklyn NY 11221 

Food Bank For New York City 212-894-8060 
Council Member Mealy’s office 718-953-3097 




DIRECTIONS: Take the J train to the Kosciuszko Street Stop. 
Bus: B46 /B52/B15 to Gates Avenue & Malcolm X Blvd. 


We do not prepare the following returns: Itemized returns; Schedule C (Profit or Loss from Business (Except limited Schedule C 
for child care providers and taxi drivers); Complicated & Advanced Schedule D (Capital Gains and Losses); Schedule E (Rents & 
Losses); Form SS-5 (request for Social Security Number); Form 2106 (Employee Business Expenses); Form 3903 (Moving 
Expenses); Form 8606 (Nondeductible IRAs); Form 8615 (Minor’s investment income) 


• Qualified people will get their taxes completed for FREE. 

To qualify you must have the following: 

• If filing jointly with a spouse, both of you must be present 
with photo IDs. 

• Social Security cards or ITIN (or copies) for you and your spouse if 
filing jointly and anyone you are claiming on your tax return, or a 
letter from the Social Security Administration. 

• W-2s for all jobs you held in 2011. 

• Form 1099-G if you received unemployment insurance in 2011. 

• Form 1099-INT if you received interest from a bank account in 2011. 

• Form 1098-T if you paid tuition. 

• Form 1098-E if you paid student loan interest. 

• If you are claiming child care expenses, amount you paid and child 
care agency’s ID or name and Social Security number of the babysitter. 

Income limits 

• $50,000 with dependents • $18,000 without dependents 



foodbanknyc.org/taxhelp 




The City 

University 

of 

New York 
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SUMMONS: BALENTIEN 

V BALENTIEN 

SUPREME COURT OF 
THE STATE OF NEW 
YORK, COUNTY OF 
QUEENS, INDEX NO 
4902/12; RAYCHELLE 
BALENTIEN, Plaintiff, - 
against- SIGMAR 

BALENTIEN, Defendant, 
Summons and Notice in 
divorce action, venue 
based upon Plaintiff’s 
residence, cause of action 
is abandonment. You are 
summoned to appear in 
this action by serving a 
Notice of appearance on 
the Plaintiff’s attorney, 
Thomas P. McNulty, Esq., 
305 Broadway, Suite 1400, 
New York, NY, 10007 
(212)344-0272 within 30 
days after service is 
completed and if you fail to 
appear, judgment will be 
taken against you by 
default. 

To the above named 
Defendant, this Summons 
is served upon you by 
publication by Order of 
Hon. Thomas D. Raffaele., 
a justice of this court, 
granted on March 15, 
2012. The nature of the 
ancillary relief demanded 
is: The Plaintiff may 

resume use of her maiden 
name, Raychelle Wilson, or 
any other former surname. 
The Family Court shall 
have concurrent jurisdiction 
with the Supreme Court 
with respect to any future 
issues of maintenance and 
support. The provisions of 
DRL Section 236 Part B 
Section 2, (Automatic 
Orders Notice) and DRL 
Section 255 (Health 
Insurance Notice) shall 
apply. The Court may 
grant such other and 
further relief as it may 
deem just and proper. The 
relief sought is a Judgment 
of Divorce 


NOTICE IS HEREBY given 
that an Order entered by 
the Civil Court, Kings 
County on 04/06/2012 
bearing Index Number 
NC-000348-12/KI, a copy 
of which may be examined 
at the Office of the Clerk, 
located at 141 Livingston 
Street, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, grants me the right 
to: Assume the name of 
(First) Ashley (Middle) 
Ashonny (Last) Perez. My 
present name is (First) 
Ashley (Middle) Ashonny 
(Last) Perez Sosa AKA 
Ashley Ashonny Sosa. My 
present address is 63 
Bleecker Street, Brooklyn, 
NY 11221-. My place of 
birth is Manhattan, New 
York. My date of birth is 
July 13, 1990. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY given 
that an Order entered by 
the Civil Court, Kings 
County on 04/06/2012, 
bearing Index Number 
NC-000349-1 2/KI , a copy 
of which may be examined 
at the Office of the Clerk, 
located at 141 Livingston 
Street, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, grants me the right 
to: Assume the name of 
(First) Glenn (Middle) 
David (Last) Perez. My 
present name is (First) 
Glenn (Middle) David 
(Last) Perez Sosa AKA 
Glenn David Sosa. My 
present address is 63 
Bleecker Street, Brooklyn, 
NY 11221-. My place of 
birth is Manhattan, New 
York. My date of birth is 
April 07, 1993. 


NOTICE IS HEREBY given 
that an Order entered by 
the Civil Court, Kings 
County on 02/08/2012, 
bearing Index Number 
NC-0001 37-1 2/KI, a copy 
of which may be examined 
at the Office of the Clerk, 
located at 141 Livingston 
Street, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, grants me the right 
to: Assume the name of 
(First) Ebony (Middle) lasia 
Linnette (Last) Peele. My 
present name is (First) 
Ebony (Middle) -lasia- 
Linnette (Last) Peele AKA 
Ebony I Peele. My present 
address is 927 Dekalb 
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 
11221-. My place of birth is 
Brooklyn, NY. My date of 
birth is August 08, 1984. 


NOTICE IS HEREBY given 
that an Order entered by 
the Civil Court, Kings 
County on 04/06/2012, 
bearing Index Number 
NC-000351 -1 2/KI, a copy 
of which may be examined 
at the Office of the Clerk, 
located at 141 Livingston 
Street, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, grants me the right 
to: Assume the name of 
(First) Carmen (Middle) 
Hoitung (Last) Lam. My 
present name is (First) Hoi 
(Middle) Jit (Last) Lam. My 
present address is 647 
49th Street, Brooklyn, NY 
11220-. My place of birth is 
China. My date of birth is 
January 26, 1980. 


Find What You Are 
looking for 
Right Here in 
Our classified 
Pages 


State University of New York 
Notice to Bidders 



SUSY 

OWN STATE 


The State University of New York Downstate Medical Center will receive sealed Proposals for Project No. 09-009 Titled 
UHB 2nd Floor Operating Room Door Modifications until 2:00 p.m. Local Time on May 4th, 2012 at 811 New York 
Avenue 2nd Floor Room, where such proposals will be publicly opened and read aloud. 

All work on this Contract is to be completed within one hundred twenty (120) calendar days starting ten (10) calendar 
days after the contract approval date of the New York State Comptroller. 

Bidding and Contract Documents may be examined free of charge at the campus at: SUNY Downstate Medical Center, 
811 New York Avenue, Contracts and Procurement Room 202 Box 113, Brooklyn, NY 11203-2098. 

1 . A MANDATORY Pre-bid Conference and Project Walk-through will be held on April 23rd, 2012 with all contractors 
assembled at SUNY Downstate Medical Center in the Main Lobby, 450 Clarkson Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 
11203. The mandatory conference will begin promptly at 10:30am. No individual or additional walk-through will be 
performed under the pre-bid time period. Only bidders who attend the Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference and Project 
Walkthrough will be permitted to submit a proposal on this project. 

2. Qualifications of Bidders: 

(1) All prospective bidders are hereby notified that, on request of the University, they must be able to prove to the 
satisfaction of the University that they have the skill and experience, as well as the necessary facilities, ample 
financial resources, organization and general reliability to do the work to be performed under the provisions of 
the Contract in a satisfactory manner and within the time specified. 

(2) Each bidder must be prepared to show to the satisfaction of the University that it has working capital available 
for the Project upon which it is bidding in an amount equal to 1 5 percent of the first $1 00,000 of the amount of its 
Total Bid plus 10 percent of the next $900,000 plus 5 percent of the remainder of its Total Bid. Working capital is 
defined as the excess of current assets over current liabilities. The University defines current assets as assets 
which can be reasonably expected to be converted into cash within a year, and current liabilities as debts which 
will have to be paid within a year. 

(3) A bidder must also be prepared to prove, to the satisfaction of the University, that it has successfully completed 
a contract of similar work in an amount of not less than 50 percent of the amount of its Total Bid. 

(4) Contractor shall have a minimum of five (5) years of hospital related construction experience having successfully 
completed a minimum of five (5) projects with scopes matching or exceeding this project. Contractor (or his sub- 
contractor) shall have an electrician’s license and (using the specified door systems or the University approved 
equal) be a trained, certified and experienced door system installer with a minimum of five (5) completed door 
system projects within the last three (3) years. 

Complete sets of Contract Documents for bidding may be obtained from: Marvin Smith, Purchase Associate, Contracts 
& Procurement, Downstate Medical Center, 811 New York Avenue, Box 113, Brooklyn, NY 11203 tel (718)613-8781, 
email: marvin.smith@downstate.edu A CD containing the documents will be mailed to you. 

Section 143 of the State Finance Law requires payment of a deposit to receive these documents. Accordingly, a 
deposit check of $49.00, made payable to SUNY Downstate Medical Center is required. Deposits less than $50.00 are 
nonrefundable. 

Bids must be submitted in duplicate in accordance with the instructions contained in the Information for Bidders. Security 
will be required for each bid in an amount not less than five (5) percent of the Total Bid. 

It is the policy of the State of New York and the State University of New York to encourage minority business enterprise 
participation in this project by contractors, subcontractors and suppliers, and all bidders are expected to cooperate in 
implementing this policy. 

The State University of New York reserves the right to reject any or all bids. 


Professional Services 


ARCHITECTS 


AWARD WINNING /LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 
Alterations & New Buildings 

• Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 
•Construction Management - 

General Contracting 

• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Dept, of Buildings & Landmarks 

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY11217 

TEL (71 8) 596-2379 
martin@mdparchitects.com 


BEAUTY CARE 


AVON CALLING! 

Discover what’s new w/ 
products you know & love! 
Great deals/discounts/re- 
wards. Ask about Avon 
Earning Opps! To join/ 
order, visit web or call: 
Felicia, Ind. Sales Rep 
646-391-4797 
youravon.com/fwitsell 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Licensed Prof Services. 

Analytic Psychology 
(Jung’s Approach). 

Relationship(s), Night- 
mares, Occupation, Crea- 
tivity. Paul Stein, LMSW, 

Ph.D. E32nd and Park 
Ave, NYC 646-709-8634 
Nanothermite911 @gmail.com 


TUTORS 


READING TUTOR 
Enrichment/Intervention 

Laura Reisler, MS, 
CCC-SLP, Certified 
Orton-Gillingham 
reading specialist, 

30 years experience. 

All reading issues, all lev- 
els, all ages. 

Assistive software provid- 
ed for home use. 
718.768.3526 
BrooklynReadingCenter.com 
Park Slope 




Check out our 
Real Estate Sections 
For more Options on 
Rentals, Sales, Condos and Apt. 



National Classifieds 

Cad net Ads 




Reader Advisory: the National Trade Associations we belong to have purchased the following classifieds. Some advertisers do not offer “employment” 
but rather supply the readers with manuals, directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance 
should you send any money in advance or give out your checking, license ID, or credit card numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if 
a credit repair company does business over the phone it’s illegal to request any before delivering its service. All funds are based in US dollars. 800 numbers may or may not reach Canada. 


ADOPTION 


PREGNANT? CONSIDER- 
ING ADOPTION? You 
choose from families na- 
tionwide. LIVING EXPENS- 
ES PAID. Abby’s One True 
Gift Adoptions. 

866-413-6292, 24/7 Void/ll- 
linois 



AUTOMOTIVE 


TOP CASH FOR CARS, 
Any Car/Truck, Running or 
Not. Call for INSTANT 
offer: 1-800-454-6951 



EDUCATION 


Finish High School at 
home in a few weeks. First 
Coast Academy, 

1 -800-658-1 1 80x1 30. 
www.fcahighschool.org 


EMPLOYMENT 


Drivers! CDLTraining- 

now.com accepting appli- 
cations 16 day Company 
sponsored CDL training. 
No experience needed. 
1-800-991-7531 
www.CDLtrainingnow.com 


FINANCIAL 


Unemployed Parents re- 
ceive Income Tax Return, 
$1500 for one child, $3000 
for two, and $4000 for 
three. Call Now 
1-800-583-8840 
www.x-presstaxes.com 


INCOME 

OPPORTUNITIES 


MYSTERY SHOPPERS! 
Earn up to $150 daily. Get 
paid to shop pt/ft. Call now 
1-888-750-0193. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


AIRLINE CAREERS begin 
here - Become an Aviation 
Maintenance Tech. FAA 
approved training. Finan- 
cial aid if qualified - Hous- 
ing available. Job place- 
ment assistance. 

Call AIM (866)453-6204 

Bundle & Save on your 
CABLE, INTERNET 

PHONE, AND MORE. High 
Speed Internet starting at 
less than$20/mo. 

CALL NOW! 800-375-1270 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ATTEND COLLEGE ON- 
LINE from Home. *Medical, 
*Business, *Criminal Jus- 
tice, *Hospitality. Job 
placement assistance. 
Computer available. Finan- 
cial Aid if qualified. Call 
800-494-3586 
www.CenturaOnline.com 


AT&T U-Verse for just 

$29.99/mo! SAVE when 
you bundle Inter- 
net+Phone+TV and get up 
to $300 BACK! (select 
plans). Limited Time 
CALL NOW! 800-307-5308 


CA$H PAID- up to $26/Box 
for unexpired, sealed DIA- 
BETIC TEST STRIPS. Ha- 
blamos Espanol. 

1-800-371-1136 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Canada Drug Center is 
your choice for safe and af- 
fordable medications. Our 
licensed Canadian mail or- 
der pharmacy will provide 
you with savings of up to 
90% on all your medication 
needs. Call Today 
888-734-1530 for $25.00 
off your first prescription 
and free shipping. 

CASH FOR CARS, Any 
Make or Model! Free Tow- 
ing. Sell it TODAY. Instant 
offer: 1-800-864-5784 


Dish Network lowest na- 
tionwide price $19.99 a 
month. FREE HBO/Cine- 
max/Starz FREE Block- 
buster FREE HD-DVR and 
install. Next day install 
1-800-401-3045 


MISCELLANEOUS 


SMALL BUSINESS Credit 
Guaranteed! $7,000 Credit 
Line to Fund or Grow Your 
Business. Call Today for 
Approval 877-648-7079 
Between 9-6 EST 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY BENEFITS. 
WIN or Pay Nothing! Start 
Your Application In Under 
60 Seconds. Call Today! 
Contact Disability Group, 
Inc. Licensed Attorneys & 
BBB Accredited. 

Call 888-606-4790 


TAKE VIAGRA? SAVE 
$500! 100mg,/Cialis 20mg. 
40+4 FREE, PILLS. Only 
$99.00 Discreet. 

1-888-797-9024 


MISCELLANEOUS 


WANTED UNEXPIRED 

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
UP TO $26/BOX. PAID 
SHIPPING LABELS. HA- 
BLAMOS ESPANOL! 

1-800-267-9895 
www.selldiabeticstrips.com 


Wants to purchase miner- 
als and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to 
PO. Box 13557 Denver, 
Co. 80201 


YEARBOOKS “Up to $15 
paid for high school year- 
booksl 900-1 988. yearboo- 
kusa@yahoo.com 
or 972-768-1338.” 


REAL ESTATE 


Available Now!!! 2-4 Bed- 
room homes Take Over 
Payments No Money 
Down/No Credit Check Call 
1-888-269-9192 


GEORGIA LAND Beautiful 
1 acre-20acres. Amazing 
weather, Augusta Area. Fi- 
nancing w/Low down, from 
$ 149/month. 

Owner 706-364-4200 


Stop Renting. Lease option 
buy. Rent to own. No mon- 
ey down. No credit check. 
1-877-395-0321 


Career Gaining 




TRAIN TO BE A 




◄ORP- 

PAYROLL 

SPECIALIST 






Vitcicollege.edu 


Misc. 


FLEA MARKET 


THRIFT SALE! 

Saturday, April 21, 2012 
10 AM -3 PM 
New Utrecht Reformed 
Church - 18th Avenue 
and 84th St. - Brooklyn 

Great prices clothing, 

linens, shoes, books, toys, 
handbags, jewelry and 
housewares. 


AUTOS FOR SALE 


1994 BUICK Roadmaster. 
Running condition, needs 
compressor, $1200. Call 
I Joey 718-627-8607 


AUTOS WANTED 


Help Raise 
Funds for the Needy! 

$500+ Cash on Pickup 
DONATE! JUNK CARS 
WANTED! We pick up any 
Car, Van or Truck. 

Free Cruise to the Baha- 
mas! 

Call: 718-676-0670 
718-676-0671 

www.wepaycashforjunkcars.com 


Religious 

Serv. 


SYNAGOGUES 


PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER 

8th Avenue at 14th St. 
Fri. nights at 6:30 pm 
Sat. mornings at 10:00 am 

Adult Ed, Hebrew School 
Rabbi Carie Carter 
Park Slope's Egalitarian, 
Conservative Synagogue 

718 - 768-1453 


TRAIN TO BE A 

COMPUTER 
PROGRAMMER 

◄ORP- j 

HVAC 
TECHNICIAN 

888 - 385-4837 

Vitcicollege.edu 


TRAIN TO BE A 

BUILDING 

SUPERINTENDENT 

f ◄ORk- 1 

AUTO 
MECHANIC 

888 - 495-4535 

Vi tcicollege.edu 



RAIN TO BE A 



MEDICAL 
BILLER 
& CODER 


MENTAL 

HEALTH 

WORKER 



888 - 398-1189 

Vi tcicollege.edu 


TRAIN TO BE A 



Learn to use professional cameras 
and video editing software for less 
than $60. Then, use that equipment 
to create your own BCAT TV Network 
television program - all for free. 

Visit bricartsmedia.org/cm_CNGad 
or call 718-683-5645 for more 
information. 

All classes take place at BRIC Community Media 
Center: 242 3rd Street in Brooklyn. 



◄ORP- 


SECURITY 

MANAGEMENTS^ 

888 - 492-4531 

Vitcicollege.edu 


Thinking of Selling Your House? 

To Advertise Call 

718 - 260-2588 


To Advertise Here call 


718 - 260-2588 
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Home Improvement 




BATHROOM & KITCHEN 


ed a new! 
bathroom? 

NEW ERA DEVELOPMENT GROUP provides a 
vast array of services spanning all facets of 
the construction and design areas of your 
home and/or workplace. 

Brownstone renovations, additions, extensions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, interiors and exteriorfinish 
work. Fully licensed, bonded and insured. 

"The quality, workmanship, and attention to 
detail are outstanding. Best Condo Builders in 
Carroll Gardens" — Nelson St. Condo Assoc. 




Call for estimate 

718-237-4900 ' NewEraDGLLC.com 

Lie. #1375981 


To Advertise Call 

718-260-2588 


CARPENTRY || CONTRACTORS 


CARPENTRY PLUS 

• Closets • Hardwood Floors 

• Wall Units • Taping to finish 

• Window Installation 

• Kitchens • Tile Work 
Dependable with references 

Kevin (718) 331-9251 


CONSTRUCTION 


Cee Dee 

PROFESSIONAL 

CONTRACTORS 



Call: 718-893-4006 


Chris Mullins 


CJM CONTRACTING, INC. 

Roofing • Bathrooms 
Kitchens • Carpentry 
All Renovations 
Brickwork • Dormers 
Extensions • Windows 
Waterproofing 


* 


License #09821 30 
Comp. Disability & Liability 


FREE ESTIMATES 


718-276-8558 


CONSTRUCTION 



FALL SPECIALS 
ON WINDOWS 


FREE ESTIMATES 


NEW HEIGHTS 
CONSTRUCTION LLC 

Siding • Windows • Roofing 
Fences • Kitchens • Painting • Baths 
Basements • Decks • Doors 
Awnings • Patio Enclosures 
Brick Pointing • Concrete Stucco 
VISIT OUR ONLINE 
SHOWROOM 

800-525-5102 

718-767-0044 

wwwmewhe^^ 


CONSTRUCTION 


STANLEY 

CONSTRUCTION 

Carpentry, Plumbing, Painting, 
Drywall, Plastering, Roofs, 
Cement Work, Remove Lead - 
Mildew, Electrical. Basement & 
Bathroom. Free Est. 

Lic.#1199717 

917-681-9372 


Looking for New 
Customers? 
Do You Need 
More Business ? 

We Can Help ! 
Call 

718-260-2588 


DECKS 


DECKS 


by Bart 


A place ip-'i hie *un 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

20+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 
718 - 287-1510 
718 - 940-1327 

800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr. 
DecksByB artN Y C .com 


ELECTRICIANS 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212)475-6100 


ALECTRA inc 

Have an eledrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Specializing in Power Failure Generators 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


GARDENING 




J TT’S SPRING 
WAKE UP 
YOUR GARDEN!" 

General Clean-Ups & Maintenance 
Garden Design, Installation, Seasonal Plantings 
Annuals, Perennials, Herbs, Shrubs, etc. 
FOR WHEREVER YOUR GARDEN IS! 

YOUR COMPLETE GARDENER: 

Marilyn Manning 

718-753-9741 


HANDYMAN 


KBM Cleaning & 


Bathrooms • Carpentry 
Tiling • Decks • Windows 
Flooring • Roofing • Doors 
Painting • Staircases 
Piping • Heating 
Violations f 



MOVERS- LICENSED 


ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE 

SPECIAL LOCAL RATES 

2 Men w/Truck $59/Hr. 

3 Men w/Truck $69/Hr. 

4 Men w/Truck $85/Hr. 

Licensed & Insured 

www.Arikmoving.com 

Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 

The Company has the right to change prices any time. 


JAYS WAY MOVING 

Family owned and operated 
for 3 generations. 

For the lowest rates and best 
quality moving give us a call. 
Experienced & Reliable. 
2149 E. 72nd. St DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 


PAINTING 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 
LIC. #0864865 

718-871-1504 


PAINTING RUBBISH REMOVAL 


Master Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, 
Skim Coats 

Excellent References 

(718) 834-0470 


PLUMBING 


CNJ PLUMBING INC. 

24/7 EMERGENCY SVC. 

• Plumbing Repairs 

• Hot Water Heaters 

• Boiler Repairs 

• Sewer & Drain Cleaning 

• Boiler Inspection 

• Drain Video Inspection 

• Free Estimates - Lie. A Ins. 


RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

718-401-5851 

CNJPLUMBINGINC.COM 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
M El Plumbing H H 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 

$ LOW, LOW, PRICES $ 


ROOFING 


BENSON ROOFING £ 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
EST. 1992 

Specializing in All Types of Roofing 
Flat & Single Roofs - Chimney 
Gutters • Leaders • Skylights 
Waterproofing • Free Estimates 

All Work Guaranteed • Fully Insured • Lie 1372787 

Any Type of Repair 

tei 718-382-4449 

www.bensonroofing.us 


dcano w 

Affordable & Hassle-Free 

Same Day Clean Up! 


• Basement 
• Attics • Yards 

• Demolition 
LContainers Available 

Saw® the Planet. Recycle. 



UPHOLSTERY 


PERFECT TOUCH 
DECORATORS 


30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 
~ Free Estimates ~ 

Livingroom Furniture 

• Kitchen & Dining Chairs 
1 New Foam Cushions 

• Slipcovers 

• Window Treatments 
& Verticals 

1 Table Pads 
Over 25 Years with The Brooklyn Paper 

(718) 263-8383 


WOODWORKING 




* Furniture & Cabinet restoration 
& refinishing 

» Custom furniture fabrication 

* Furniture repair 

» Wooden garage-door refinishing 

• Metal railing restoration 
► Interior painting 

• Skim-coating 

•Wallpaper Removal __ 

917-544-5265* LIC. & INS.]. 

SQJj]nTiTlirj 


cityshadeswoodwor 



Employment 




SALES 

SALES 

SALES 

HELP WANTED 

HELP WANTED 

HELP WANTED 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
PRINT & ONLINE SALES 
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 


We are seeking motivated classified advertising sales representatives to 
develop new business for our group of weekly and monthly newspapers, 
annual magazines and specialty publications. NEWS CORPORATION’S 
COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER GROUP (CNG) is dedicated to providing 
advertising services to local community and regional businesses. The 
position involves selling advertising, working closely with clients to 
achieve and exceed customers’ expectations, maintaining and developing 
a client base and seeking new business opportunities via telephone. 


REQUIREMENTS 

• Ability to work unsupervised • Computer literate 
and in a close team environment • Must have previous 

• Clear speaking voice sales experience 

FULL TIME POSITION 
SALARY PLUS COMMISSION 
401 K AND MEDICAL 

Office located at MetroTech Center, Downtown Brooklyn; 
within minutes from the 2, 3, 4, 5, A, C, E, B, D, F, R, Q 
Please send your resume and cover letter to 
Email: atarley@cnglocal.com 



Community Newspaper Group COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER GROUP * EOE 


PUBLISHER’S NOTICE 

All employment advertised herein is subject 
to section 296 of the human rights law, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limi- 
tation or discrimination because of race, color, 
creed, national origin, disability, marital status, 
sex, age, sexual orientation, or arrest conviction 
record, or intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination. Title 29, U.S. Code, 
Chap 630, excludes the Federal Gov’t from the 
age discrimination provisions. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any advertising for 
employment which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are informed that employment offerings 
advertised in this newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 


MEDICAL 
HELP WANTED 


MEDICAL 
HELP WANTED 


MEDICAL 
HELP WANTED 


MEDICAL 
HELP WANTED 


Empire State FHome Care Services is HIRING! 


Visiting Nurse Regional oversees the Visiting Nurse Association of Brooklyn (V NAB), 
the oldest and highly respected Certified Home Health Agency in New York City 
and Empire State Home Care Services. We have provided exemplary home health 
care to the residents of Brooklyn since 1888 and Empire Home Care Services 
since 2001 . We provide outstanding care to the people of New York. 


Available positions in Manhattan/Bronx/Queens: 

• Registered Nurses- Full Time and FFS 

• CHHA/Long Term 
« MCH 

• Behavioral Health 

• RN Coordinators-CHHA/Long Term 

• Social Workers 

• Therapists - Physical, Occupational, 
and Speech 

Home Care Experience Required 
Must Know OASIS 


EMPIRE CLINICAL 
OPEN HOUSE 


Every Tuesday in April 
4:00pm-7:00pm 


33 Irving Place, 11th Floor 
New York, NY 


Phone 718-923-7100 
Fax 718-923-8185 


Please bring photo ID for 
building entrance 


Previous home care experience is required. We offer a competitive benefits package that 
includes company paid retirement plan, tuition reimbursement and generous vacation. 


EOE/M/F/H/ADA 


HOME CARE 

* r ■ v t c c > 
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HELP WANTED 

HELP WANTED [ 

HELP WANTED 1 

Do You Need 
More Business ? 

We Can Help ! 
Call Today 

718 - 260-2588 


Fire Safety Directors 

Requirements: Valid F58 
LIC from the FDNY, previ- 
ously passed a FDNY on- 
site exam, valid NY State 
Security Guard LIC., open 
availability. 

Apply Online 
alliancebuildingservices.com 


ENERGY CO. 

Seeking to fill 18 
positions in NYC 
F/T & P/T available 

IMMEDIATE 
HIRING!!! 
(888) 795-2290 

SALES PERSON 
JEWERLY, P/T 

Must have 3-5 yrs 
jewelry/retail exp. 
Computer literate & multi 
lingual a plus. Bklyn area. 
Email Resume to: 
info.satnicks.inc@ 
gmail.com 


HELP WANTED 


Insurance Inspec- 
tor 

FT and PT in Kings& Queens 
County. Work independently in 
the field to verify measurements 
and condition of homes for 
insurance companies. No sales. 
Computer experience, digital 
camera, car, cell phone required. 
Knowledge of home construction 
and customer service 
experience a plus. Paid Training. 
Paid per a assignment or 
minimum $1 5/hr. 

Apply at 

www.muellerinc.com 
Ref #17316 


JOB 

INFORMATION 


DeBlasio Warns 
Consumers About 
Classified Ads 
Toll numbers may be 
a direct line to trouble. 
Classified ads are intended 
to help people by facilitat- 
ing communication and 
advertising available ser- 
vices; however, some of 
the hotlines & service num- 
bers in classifieds actually 
hurt the people who rely on 
them by cheating them of 
their hard-earned dollars. 
“Most newspapers print a 
disclaimer in their classified 
ad section to warn readers 
about numbers that are a 
direct line to trouble. Any 
number starting with 900, 
540, 595 or 871 charges a 
fee beyond a local call. In 
some instances, ads initial- 
ly advertise calls to a local 
number, but then direct 
callers to a second number 
starting with one of the 
paid exchanges. “Consu- 
mers must also question 
the legitimacy of vague 
classifieds because they 
too could be a scam. Be- 
fore responding to an ad, 
consumers should verify 
the source of all informa- 
tion & always be wary 
about sending money or 
signing a contract with an 
unknown party.” 

Office of the 
Public Advocate 


To Advertise Here call 

718-260-2588 


Smart Shoppers 

Shop at 

www.BoroDeal.com 



























































12 AWP 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500 


April 13-19, 2012 


Food fight heats up 

Lawyered-up vendor points finger at merchants 


By Will Bredderman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Two Bay Ridge merchants 
blocked a food cart from park- 
ing on a bustling street corner 
by illegally bolting benches to 
the sidewalk at the street ven- 
dor’s usual spot, attorneys for 
Sammy Kassen, the manager 
of Middle Eastern Halal Cart, 
claimed this week. 

Lawyers from the Street 
Vendor Project, an advo- 
cacy group that fights for 
the rights of street vendors, 
slapped Lone Star bar owner 
Tony Gentile and Brooklyn 
Bagels Cafe co-owner Mike 
Boutross with cease-and- 
desist letters last week, de- 
manding that the duo stop 
harassing the purveyor of 


gyros and sodas. 

“They placed benches in 
the spot illegally and they’ve 
been harassing them through 
lots of different ways, through 
the media, and in person by 
blocking the cart,” said Sean 
Basinski, a spokesman for the 
Street Vendor Project. 

But Gentile and Boutross 
denied that they moved the 
benches, and Boutross added 
that he hadno intention to listen 
to the request because he hadn’t 
done anything wrong. He also 
claimed he threwthe note in the 
trash upon receiving it. 

“That guy’s lying through 
his teeth,” Boutross said. 
“Maybe he doesn’t know 
who I am or what I look like, 
and he has me confused with 


someone else.” 

Still, Boutross was quick 
to criticize the cart, claiming 
that Kassen doesn’t have to 
pay rent or utilities as brick- 
and-mortar merchants do. 

“It’s not right that I’m pay- 
ing $5,000 a month in rent, 
and this guy is there in the 
hottest spot in Brooklyn with 
a permit he pays for once a 
year,” said Boutross. 

Some claim that neighbor- 
hood merchants are against 
the food cart because it’s run 
by Middle Easterners, but 
Boutross, who is Lebanese, 
say his hatred toward Kas- 
sen’s rolling kitchen is purely 
business, not personal. 

“You aren’t going to hear 
me saying ‘those filthy Ar- 


abs,’ ” he said. “I’m a filthy 
Arab! It’s not about that. It’s 
about fair competition.” 

Gentile has been accused 
of trying to physically block 
the cart from parking on Fifth 
Avenue on March 24 — get- 
ting hurt in the process — and 
took steps to install flower 
boxes on Kassen’s usual 
hangout spot. 

Yet no one knows who 
put in the benches, which 
sprouted up on Fifth Ave- 
nue overnight on March 22. 
Merchants say that one of the 
benches was uprooted from 
Fifth Avenue and 87th Street 
and moved to Middle Eastern 
Halal Cart’s usual spot. 

Kassen said he’s seen both 
Gentile and Boutross lurk- 



Food cart manager Sammy Kassen blames two Bay 
Ridge business owners for installing benches that 
block him from using a Fifth Avenue sidewalk. 


ing around the cart with tape 
measures and believes the 
two men are plotting against 
him. 

“I’m 100 percent sure 
they’re in it together,” said 
Kassen. “I’ve seen them to- 
gether, measuring the spot.” 

Basinski said he wants to 
meet with Boutross in person 
to alleviate the bagel shop 


owner’s concerns. 

“We’d like to explain to 
him the cart is not a threat 
to him,” said Basinski, cit- 
ing studies that say mobile 
vendors do not harm from 
brick-and-mortar businesses. 
“They’re half a block away, 
on the other side of the street, 
selling a completely differ- 
ent product.” 


TICKET... 


Continued from page 1 
an additional $225 he shelled 
out in towing charges — in 
December. 

He then sent a package 
containing photos, newspa- 
per clippings, and forms ex- 
plaining the mishap to Dep- 
uty Chief Administrative Law 
Judge Brian Keneey. 

The following month, Ke- 
neey denied his appeal with- 
out explaining why, the driver 
said. Keneey did not return 
calls seeking comment by 
press time. 

Vincent’s fight didn’t stop 
there. He sent a second appeal 
to Judge Virginia Hollings- 
worth — but she rejected him 
too, explaining drivers should 
simply assume the worst if a 
street sign isn’t clear. 

“If there is no specified 


end date indicated, the regu- 
lation shouldbe read to include 
the entire month,” she wrote. 
“Summons is sustained.” 

Vincent says Hollings- 
worth’s reading of the law 
borders on illiterate, but in- 
terpreting the word “to” can 
be tricky when describing a 
time frame, according to Har- 
vard University English pro- 
fessor Joseph Harris. 

In some cases, the word 
doesn’t include the full dura- 
tion of both dates (a hotel stay 
from March 5 to March 9 for 
example), but other times it 
does, Harris said. 

“There’s no ultimate right 
and right and wrong; it’s a mat- 
ter of custom and interpreta- 
tion,” he said. “Ultimately, the 
most important interpretation 
comes from the guy writing 


the tickets.” 

Needless to say, Vincent 
disagrees. He now says he’s 
considering a third level of ap- 
peal called an article 78 pro- 
ceeding, used to challenge rul- 
ings in state courts. 

The filing fee for such a 
procedure is roughly $310 — 
more than twice the cost of the 
ticket itself — but Vincent said 
it’s not about the money. 

“It’s the principle,” he said. 
Ninth Street on Oct. 3 near a 
sign reading: “No Standing, 
8 am-10 pm, April to Octo- 
ber.” 

Traffic enforcement of- 
ficers interpreted the word 
“to” to imply that parking 
was barred through the end 
of October — not the start of 
the month — thentowedhis car 
and several other vehicles. 

The Department of Trans- 
portationhas since replaced the 
signs on the roadway — where 
drivers lost a lane of traffic 


and 22 parking spaces to make 
way for a contested two-way 
bike lane — with ones indicat- 
ing that rule is only enforced 
through Sept. 31, evidence that 
Vincent claims proves he was 
in the right. 

But the motorist says jus- 
tice still hasn’t been served, 
even after two appeal and nu- 
merous hours spent compil- 
ing evidence, writing letters, 
and making phone calls to 
judges. 

“I’m angry,” he said. 
“They gave me no good ex- 
planation.” 

Vincent first appealed 
the $125 citation — which 
doesn’t include an additional 
$225 he shelled out in towing 
charges — in December. 

He then sent a package 
containing photos, news- 
paper clippings, and forms 
explaining the mishap to 
Deputy Chief Administra- 


tive Law Judge Brian Ke- 
neey. 

The following month, Ke- 
neey denied his appeal with- 
out explaining why, the driver 
said. Keneey did not return 
calls seeking comment by 
press time. 

Vincent’s fight didn’t stop 
there. He sent a second appeal 
to Judge Virginia Hollings- 
worth — but she rej ected him 
too, explaining drivers should 
simply assume the worst if a 
street sign isn’t clear. 

“If there is no specified 
end date indicated, the regu- 
lation shouldbe read to include 
the entire month,” she wrote. 
“Summons is sustained.” 

Vincent says Hollings- 
worth’s reading of the law 
borders on illiterate, but in- 
terpreting the word “to” can 
be tricky when describing a 
time frame, according to Har- 
vard University English pro- 


fessor Joseph Harris. 

In some cases, the word 
doesn’t include the full dura- 
tion of both dates (a hotel stay 
from March 5 to March 9 for 
example), but other times it 
does, Harris said. 

“There’s no ultimate right 
and right and wrong; it’s amat- 
ter of custom and interpreta- 
tion,” he said. “Ultimately, the 
most important interpretation 
comes from the guy writing 
the tickets.” 

Needless to say, Vincent 
disagrees. He now says he’s 
considering a third level of ap- 
peal called an article 78 pro- 
ceeding, used to challenge rul- 
ings in state courts. 

The filing fee for such a 
procedure is roughly $310 — 
more than twice the cost of the 
ticket itself — but Vincent said 
it’s not about the money. 

“It’s the principle,” he 
said. 


CONEY... 

Continued from page 1 
to mention, gain some insight into why these 
wild women do what they do, and do it with 
such pride. 

“I really like the complete and utter un- 
conventional freedom of it,” explained Bambi 
the Mermaid. 

“Just being able to do super-outrageous perfor- 
mances that are, I know, kind of confrontational, 
but I like it when people say they were really dis- 
turbed. I like blowing people’s minds.” 

Coney Island USA [1208 Surf Ave. be- 
tween Stillwell Avenue and W. 12th Street 
in Coney Island , (718) 372-5159] April 18, 9 
pm. $10. Visit www.coneyisland.com. 



KEMISTRY... 


Continued from page 1 
days, and 1 1 pm on other nights 
— will draw a rowdy not-from- 
the-neighborhood crowd. 

Pointing to the bar’s since- 
been-removed Facebook page, 
which featured images of scantily 
clad ladies and described the club 
as “sexy,” neighbors claim the 
venue would be a booze-soaked 
nuisance and are urging its own- 
ers to close earlier and relocate 
the Prospect Place exit. 

A spokesman for Kemistry, Pe- 
ter Flores, promised the Prospect 


Place exit will only be used dur- 
ing emergencies and insisted the 
venue will be a good neighbor. 

“It’s not a nightclub or a cabaret 
— it’s arestaurant-bar,” he said. “It’s 
nothing out of the ordinary.” 

But neighbors of the planned 
venue fear noisy nightlife will be- 
come a way of life in Park Slope, 
where planned arena-side nightlife 
has already caused an uproar. 

Lastyear, a proposed bar called 
Prime 6 became a proxy battle in 
the war over the Atlantic Yards 
mega-project when neighbors 


protested plans for a bottle ser- 
vice and live music, claiming the 
venue didn’t match the character 
of their neighborhood. The bar 
eventually opened as Woodland, 
a farm-to-table restaurant. 

Neighbors also protested Play- 
er’s Gastro Pub and Sports Bar on 
Pacific Street at Flatbush Avenue, 
saying it would turn the street into 
a hub for drunken hoops fans. 

Kemistry owner James Brown 
did not comment by press time, but 
he recently told Park Slope Patch, 
that he wants the venue to feature an 
art space with book readings. 

“It won’t be as crazy as the 
community thinks,” Brown 
said. 


MANOR... 


Continued from page 1 
up in the center of these 
residences?” said neigh- 
bor Jenice Malecki, who 
collected a petition with 
83 signatories opposed to 
the club. 

Dimitrov defended his 
business plan, saying his 
nightclub between Kent 
and Wythe avenues will 
make the neighborhood 
better. 

“This is a commer- 
cial area, and when you 
bought your property 
you took chances,” said 
Dimitrov, who has al- 
ready started renovat- 
ing the space. “I am try- 
ing to improve this area, 
not convert it. You should 
go out more often.” 

About 50 Northside 
residents lambasted Dim- 
itrov at a key Commu- 
nity Board 1 committee 
meeting last week, ridi- 
culing his plan as extrava- 
gant and mocking the de- 
cor and amenities at his 
Meh-hattan club, Meha- 
nata, which boasts a bath- 
room sink that looks like a 
woman’s posterior, a fleet 
of party buses modeled 
after San Francisco cable 
cars, and a refrigerated 
“ice cage” where waiters 
in Russian military garb 
serve booze amid furni- 
ture and glassware made 
from ice. 

Dimitrov promises the 
Manor will reflect Wil- 
liamsburg’s more laid- 
back party crowds. 


“I don’t think Man- 
hattan would work in 
Williamsburg,” Dim- 
itrov said. “One space 
has nothing to do with 
the other.” 

It’s not just the inside 
of the club that neigh- 
bors are worried about 
— critics fear the street 
will be jam-packed with 
taxis, livery cabs, and 
party buses since Dim- 
itrov’s venue does not 
have a parking lot. 

“There are so many 
open questions here, 
and even if they were an- 
swered, it’s not the right 
place for this venue,” said 
CB1 member Ward Den- 
nis. “This is too big, the 
street is too narrow, there 
isn’t enough room to dou- 
ble park, and the area is 
all residential.” 

The board’s liquor li- 
cense committee unani- 
mously voted to deny the 
Williamsburg Manor its 
liquor license. The full 
board will vote on the ap- 
plication on April 17. 

North Brooklyn’s CB1 
has swayed the state to 
deny liquor licenses to 
some applicants in the 
past, and the board has 
moved aggressively 
against bars and restau- 
rants it perceives as noisy, 
denying Metropolitan 
Bar’s liquor license re- 
newal request and pres- 
suring Pies ‘n’ Thighs 
to remove its sidewalk 
benches. 


G-TRAIN... 


Continued from page 1 
now fighting to save the ex- 
tension — and some 15,000 
people have signedpetitions 
supporting the cause. 

“The population along 
this line is only growing,” 
wrote Briana Campbell, 
who signed a petition 
circulated by Williams- 
burg Democratic District 
Leader Lincoln Restler. 
“It seems ludicrous that 
the MTA would want to 
cut service.” 

MTA spokesman 
Charles Seaton said the 
agency has not yet made 
up its mind about whether 
it will maintain the G train 
extension, but he did say 
officials will take note 
of the voice of working 
Brooklynites before mak- 


ing a final ruling. 

“Everything will be 
considered,” he said.port- 
ing the cause. 

“The population along 
this line is only growing,” 
wrote Briana Campbell, 
who signed a petition 
circulated by Williams- 
burg Democratic District 
Leader Lincoln Restler. 
“It seems ludicrous that 
the MTA would want to 
cut service.” 

MTA spokesman 
Charles Seaton said the 
agency has not yet made 
up its mind about whether 
it will maintain the G train 
extension, but he did say 
officials will take note 
of the voice of working 
Brooklynites before mak- 
ing a final ruling. 
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